
The Principal writes …… 
Following last week’s College Showcase Evenings, this week has continued to be packed with 
activity and celebration. Students in Years 7-9 have enjoyed trips to Windsor Castle, the V&A 
and Howletts Zoo with each College taking students on a particular day. Together with the                      
Classics trip to Hadrian’s Wall and last weekend’s GCSE PE excursion to Marwell, more than 
1000 students have been taken to extend their learning and experience outside of the Collegiate 
in the last week. I hope that students found these trips to be both fun and worthwhile – certainly, 
the feedback I have received from members of the public who have encountered our students at 
these sites and using public transport has been very complimentary, telling me how well students 
have conducted themselves, how polite they have been to others and how brilliantly they have 
represented the Collegiate. Well done to all. I am grateful to the members of staff who have led, 
accompanied and supported these trips and to those who have helped to ensure continued 
smooth operation back at the Collegiate whilst others are out. I am also grateful to parents for the 
contributions made towards these activities – without a high level of support, it simply would not 
be possible to offer such an extensive programme. 
 
Thank you to parents who came to support the Arts Awards Evening this week and                                    
congratulations to all the award winners. This was a great celebration of our students’                             
achievements and efforts in the Arts and was an opportunity for students to showcase some of 
their work. The exhibition in The @RC Gallery was very impressive, the performances during the 
evening were both enjoyable and thought-provoking and the entertainment provided by the Jazz 
Band at the start of the event helped to create an upbeat and celebratory atmosphere. We look 
forward to three further CPA College events this term: the Summer Concert next Thursday and 
then Sports Day and Sports Awards Evening the following week. 
 
We were pleased to welcome students and staff from a number of local primary and secondary 
schools for the Galactic Challenge and the Primary STEM Fair. Both of these events saw                       
students eagerly engaged in solving problems, designing solutions and learning practically. 
Thanks to the Computing team and students who led these events and thank you to all those 
who attended. A special well done to students from Riddlesdown Collegiate and The Quest 
Academy who won the Galactic Challenge! 
 
Meanwhile, Year 12 students have been busy thinking about and planning their next steps during 
UCAS & Careers Week. They have heard from a number of external visitors this week, mainly 
industry professionals, some of whom are former students. Students have also started the                    
university application process, which will be the most likely route for the majority. The Work                    
Experience that Year 12 students will undertake later in the term will further support their                       
preparation for life beyond school.  
 
Finally, last night, I was delighted to welcome our new Year 7 students and their parents at the 
Year 7 Induction Evening. This was their first opportunity to meet their Tutors, College Teams 
and each other as they begin the process to getting to know the Collegiate and preparing to 
make a great start in September. Today, our new Year 7 students have spent the day with us, 
taking part in taster lessons, team building activities and learning more about how they can                      
succeed at the Collegiate. I hope that students have enjoyed the experience and are looking                          
forward to returning after the summer break – we are certainly looking forward to seeing them 
again. As well as thanking all those who attended and contributed, I must especially commend 
the Year 10 Prefects and the College VI Executive Committee for their superb work at these 
events – as always, they acted as excellent ambassadors for the Collegiate, brilliant role models 
who took pleasure in leading by example. Well done. 
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Timetable:  
Week commencing  

Monday 8July  
will be Timetable  

Week A 

Learners of today, Leaders of tomorrow. 

Sports Fixtures  
8th - 12th July  
 

Tuesday 9th 

• Cricket: Year 7/8 away to 

Wallington Boys 2.00 pm 
start 

• Gresham Sports Day: Year 

10 GCSE students 
  
Wednesday 10th 

• Cricket: Year 7/8 v Thomas 

More @ home 2.45pm 

start 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Sat 6 July - Sun 7 July 

• Y10 Silver D of E Practice                     
Expedition 

 
Monday 8th July 

• World Challenge Parents’                 
Information Evening  

 
Wednesday 10th July 

• Y12 History Research Trip 
 
Thursday 11th July 

• Summer Concert 
 
Friday 12th July 

• Y7 & Y9 Full Reports  Home 

• Y8 QR2 Home 

• Y10 QR2 Predicted  
     Grade & Exams Home 
 
Sun 14th  - Fri 9th July 

• Gold Duke of Edinburgh  
     Assessed Expedition  



East Surrey College  
Year 10 students had the opportunity to spend a day at East Surrey College on Wednesday getting a 
taster of vocational subjects and college life. Students attended sessions in hairdressing, motor vehicle, 
plumbing, brick laying, electrics, public services and many more. Those who attended the day                             
thoroughly enjoyed it and should now be better informed for making a decision regarding their education 
choices Post 16. 

Hadrian’s Wall 
The Hadrian’s Wall trip was fascinating, exciting and educational. It was a great insight into the rich                            
culture of colonial Roman life, although it was also a great way to become closer and socialise with our 
classmates. We would all recommend this trip due to the hard work Mr Weeks put into running it but   
also all the knowledge and fun we gained from the experience.  

Abi Lester 



Arts Awards  
The Arts Awards Evening last night was a triumph that truly reflected the talent in the CPA. 
 

At the start of the evening, parents and carers had the opportunity to “explore the @RC” by viewing the 
extensive exhibition of students’ work in the gallery whilst the jazz band entertained everyone. Thank 
you to Yasmin Mills for kick starting the Awards with a stunning dance called “Homeless”.   
 

Miss Ward the Head of CPA gave an informative speech about the new “CREATE” opportunities that 
will be introduced after the summer. These will be available for the whole school and local community. 
In the word of Miss Ward “anyone from the ages of 4 – 104” can come along and enjoy creative                             
activities here at Riddlesdown. 
 

Thank you to KS3 and Y11 students for the amazing drama performances.  We’d like to say a big thank 
you to our guest speaker, Harriet Rees, who gave an inspirational address about the work of film        
producers. Thank you to our Young Musician of the Year, Jacob Holland, who played Clair De Lune so 
beautifully on the piano.   
 

Throughout the evening, we heard about the importance of the following qualities both socially and                           
professional in life: Collaboration, Resilience, Excellence, Achievement, Tenacity and Enterprise.  
Hence spelling CREATE! The evening was a great way to launch these new ideas and celebrate the 
students already demonstrating these vital qualities through their work in the CPA.  
 

Thank you to the organisation team and tech crew who helped the evening run smoothly. 
 

Some of the parents who attended, commented on how insightful and inspirational the evening had 
been. All award winners went away with big smiles on their faces. Everyone should be very proud. 
 

Grace Eustace Head CPA Ambassador 



PE Fixtures 
The 2019 London Youth Games took place last weekend and two of the Year 9 netball girls were                       
selected to represent Croydon. Isabella Myring and Tamiah Burke  had a great day playing against 

some of London’s finest netballers. Croydon finished an impressive 8th in the 
Districts and both girls should be extremely proud to have been selected for 
such a prestigious tournament. 
 

The Year 7 and 8 boys teams were in action this week and both did really well to 
help seal two victories against St. Joseph's. Both year groups had to play well 
against strong opposition with the Year 7 team performing well in all areas. The 
Year 8 team looked to have lost it, but a match winning performance from Archie 
Legg rescued the game. The Year 7 and 8 girls cricket team were in action on 
Monday and unfortunately came second to a good Woodcote team. The girls 
had great fun learning more about the game and hopefully they will get some 
more games in before the end of the year. 

 

National Sports Week 
This theme for 2019 is Five Ways to Wellbeing: being active,                         
connecting, giving back, taking notice and learning.  Riddlesdown 
celebrated this in many ways throughout the week, with a variety of 
different things going on.  

 

The Year 7 & 8 students focused 
on being active and giving back by 
completing their health related                    
fitness circuits during lessons. The 
students worked really hard during 
their circuits, completing as many 
exercises as possible to raise 

money for sport at Riddlesdown. Their attitude, effort and                              
commitment to the circuits was exemplary and great to see all                       
students working hard to develop their fitness level.  The money 
raised from these circuits will go back into school sport next year to 
help with coaches, officials, equipment and competition entry. Thank you for all the sponsorship we 
have received so far. 
 

Sports Round Up 
Last weekend Aidan Brennan, Thiago Gentles and Cameron Handley 
took part in the London Youth Games, representing Croydon in water-
polo. All 3 boys did fantastic on the day, scoring goals                               
throughout. Croydon won their group and progressed to the quarter-final 
where they beat Hammersmith 9-3. In the semi-final they came up against 
Southwark who took a 3-0 first half lead. Croydon pulled it back to 3-3 but 
lost on penalties to the eventual winners. Croydon beat Barnet                       
7-3 in the 3rd/4th play off to win the bronze medal. Well done boys on a 
fantastic achievement. 
 

Golf 
On Monday 1st July the Surrey Schools Golf                    
competition took place at Addington Palace.                            
Riddlesdown entered Ben Kelly, Tom Kelly and Alex 
Keefe competing in the team event and the boys did 
really well to finish 2nd overall. The course was 
tough on the day and vital putts cost the boys the 
overall win. In the singles handicap competition,             
Stirling Halai-Carter made history by being the first 
Riddlesdown student to win the competition. Well 
done Stirling on a fantastic achievement and a great day for Riddlesdown overall. 



Labores Ludorum 
The final sports in the Inter-College competition took place last week as softball and rounders came to 
a finish.  Pegasus finished champions of softball and Aquila finished finish champions of rounders. 
This means that the race to the Labores Ludorum is tighter than ever. Sports Day is the final event of 
the year and it could all come down to this as students compete against one another to be crowned 
champions of the track. 
 

Marwell 
On Friday afternoon, 31 GCSE and BTEC Sport students                       
travelled to Marwell for the annual activity weekend. The weather 
was glorious and it made it a perfect setting for what                      
always is a great weekend. Friday night is always good fun, as 
the students took to the lake to test their hand at raft building. 
Once again we confirmed raft-building is not one of our stronger 
activities, but some of the students made some progress. The 
lake was nice and warm and the session soon turned into a     
swimming session as the students decided to sabotage each                                              
others rafts. 
 

Friday evening, the students played games, sat round the             
campfire and toasted marshmallows before going to bed to                     
prepare for day two. 
 

Day two was full on, with four activities per group. These included climbing, rifle shooting, high ropes, 
pistols, kayaking, and the giant swing. Saturday was excellent with most of the students having a go 
at everything. Mr Bellamy got a bit overwhelmed when the giant swing came out as it brought back 
memories from 8 years ago when he travelled to Marwell as a student.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday night finished with a big water fight between staff and students, 
followed by pizza and songs round the campfire. Everyone was exhausted 
after such a long day in the sunshine and the cooling down was well                      
needed. 
 

The final day had two activities for each group, with everyone having a go at 
archery, as well as trying pistol shooting and high ropes. Once again the 
sun was out and an excellent time was had by all. 

 
I would like to congratulate and thank all the students who 
attended this trip. Behaviour was perfect from start to                     
finish, and the support and encouragement students gave 
one another throughout was fantastic. Marwell is always 
great for team building and these students made the most 
of every minute and worked hard on every activity.                       
 

Another fantastic weekend that students will remember 
forever. 



Sports Awards Evening 
This Years Sports Awards Evening will take place on Wednesday 17th July. Award winners will receive 
tickets soon. Sports Awards celebrates all the students sporting achievements over the academic year, 
awarding students for their dedication and commitment to sport. If you are interested in sponsoring this 
years event, please e mail paul.langan@riddlesdown.org for more information. 
 

Sports Day 
Sports Day will take place on Monday 15th July and will run from 8.40am - 2.40pm. Students must be in 
full Riddlesdown kit on the day and will need to arrive to school in kit. Parents are welcome to come up 
and spectate in the afternoon from 12.20pm.  
 

Sponsorship Money 
Well done to all the Year 7 & 8 students who have returned their sponsorship forms so far, you have 
raised just over  £1,000. Phoenix have raised the most so far and are on course to gain vital Sports Day 
points. Please return forms next week. 
 
 
 


