Newsletter for Students and Parents
Friday 12 July 2019

Learners of today, Leaders of tomorrow.
The Principal writes ……
I know that most parents will, at some point, have seen our students’ musical
talents, whether at a show, a concert, a Showcase Evening or another event, and
will know, therefore, the very high standard that our students deliver. I am certain
that the audience at our Summer Concert this week would agree that the quality of
performance was stunning and it was a fantastic evening of entertainment. As we
recognised, performing to that standard does not happen accidentally or by luck – it
is the result of significant time and effort, support and collaboration between
students and staff and a commitment to delivering something that everyone can feel
proud of. Congratulations to everyone involved – the performers, the orchestra, the
technical crew, those supporting behind the scenes and the staff – for such a
successful event and thank you to everyone who attended.
Year 12 students returned to regular lessons briefly this week before The Battle of
Ideas today. This event was engaging and thought-provoking, making students
think hard about some interesting, and possibly controversial, questions. Is It really
possible to love the art, but not the artist? It was great to hear students expressing
their views so articulately and practising how to do this. Next week, they will begin
their work experience before the summer holidays – we wish them the best of luck.
We were delighted to welcome the author, Sarah Mussi, to the Collegiate this week.
Sarah delivered workshops to Year 8 students and worked with small groups to
encourage their reading and writing – always a key focus of the curriculum and
skills which we are constantly seeking to develop effectively with all students. We
are grateful for Sarah’s time and look forward to working with her again in the
future.
Next week will be the last full week of term, starting with Sports Day on Monday.
Students should arrive at the normal time in their regular PE kit – no deviations,
please. It is likely to continue to be warm, so students should come prepared with a
bottle of water (which they will be able to refill throughout the day), sun cream and a
hat, if appropriate. Students will be able to purchase a BBQ lunch, but please note
that the regular service in The Diner will be suspended and that only cash payments
will be acceptable on this day. Students will be dismissed at normal time. We are
looking forward to a fun day of competition – will Phoenix retain the trophy? Will
Aquila relive their 2017 victory? Or will Pegasus or Orion take 1st place for the first
time? Good luck to all competitors.

Timetable:
Week commencing
Monday 15 July
will be Timetable
Week B

Forthcoming Events
Friday 12th July
• Y7 & Y9 Full Reports Home
• Y8 QR2 Home
• Y10 QR2 Predicted Grade
& Exams Home
Sun 14th - Fri 19th July
• Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Assessed Expedition
Monday 15th July
• SPORTS DAY
• Year 12 Full Reports Home
• Year 12 Work Experience
begins
Tuesday 16th July
• College VI Induction Day Year 11
Wednesday 17th July
• College VI Induction Day Year 11
• Sports Awards Evening
Thursday 18th July
• Hewitt’s Uniform Sale
• Kukri Uniform Sale
Friday 19th July
• Year 10 DT Trip V & A
Sunday 21st July
• World Challenge Build-up
Day
Sport Fixture

Although I will write again before the end of term, I wanted to let you know that on
the last day of term, Tuesday 23rd July 2019, students will be permitted to wear Tuesday 16th July – Cricket
Year 10 v St Joseph’s
non-uniform for a £1 donation to charity, They will also be dismissed at 12.00pm.
@home 3.00 pm start
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Sports Round Up
Last weekend was a very busy weekend for Riddlesdown students as many competed in the London Youth
Games. On Saturday it was the swimmers turn as Thiago Gentles, Connie Harmer and Aidan Brennan raced for
Croydon. Connie took silver with the relay team and the Croydon girls finished
second overall. Thiago Gentles swam the medley relay winning a bronze medal
and Aidan swam in the freestyle relay winning silver. The boys also came
second overall winning a silver medal.
On Sunday the Aquathlon took place and there were five students involved:
Alyze Gentles, Aidan Brennan, Ethan Martin, Tom Harmer and Max Lorke.
Following a gruelling run, competitors had to jump out the pool to change before
running around Crystal Palace Park. All students were fantastic on the day, with
Tom picking up a silver medal in the individual competition and Alyze
finishing 4th. Overall Croydon finished in 2nd place and all the students received
a silver medal.
On
Sunday
the
netballers were back
out with Leila Allen,
Naomi Allen and
Year 10 Ani Broom
representing Croydon in the under 19 competition.
The team started the day with a loss, but then fought
back to qualify from the group.
In the semi-final Croydon played current champions
Redbridge and they put on a fantastic display to win
and progress to the final.
In the final they met
Ealing. This was a really
tough game but the girls
managed to win 16-12 to
become Croydon’s first gold medal winners in netball. Well done girls on a fantastic
achievement.
The final event from the London Youth Games was Archery and Riddlesdown had
Maya Pilbeam representing Croydon. This was only Maya’s fifth competitive
competition and she did really well to finish an impressive sixth overall. Maya than
took part in the shoot off challenge and finished the day in style beating all
competitors and taking home a medal. Well done Maya.

On Tuesday 9th July, the GCSE and BTEC sport students travelled to Gresham Primary School to help run their
sports day. The students led events such as sprinting, javelin, netball, football and tug of war and they all had a
great day from start to finish. The primary school students really enjoyed working with our sports leaders and all
of them did a fantastic job. The day finished with the red team winning sports day, is that a sign of what is to
come on our Sports Day? Well done to all students who helped on doing a fantastic job.

Cricket
A mixed team of Year 7 & 8 boys played Thomas More last Wednesday in what became a very close game.
Riddlesdown went into bat first and put on a positive score of 112 with Shamar Habib putting a strong
performance in. Thomas More started very strong and made the game very close until Archie Legg came into
bowl and took four wickets. Thomas More did get over 100 but just missed out as Riddlesdown won by 10 runs.

Sports Day
Sports Day will take place on Monday 15th July and will run from 8.40am - 2.40pm. Students must be in full
Riddlesdown kit on the day and will need to arrive to school in kit. Parents are welcome to come and join in the
fun from 12.00 noon on Monday. You will need to walk round the side of the school and sign in with the staff waiting near the canteen. Good luck to all competitors.
The trophies are ready and on Monday students should arrive
at normal time in full Kukri PE kit. All four Colleges will compete
to win the sports day trophy and we will also find out the overall
winner of the Labores Ludorum. Students have competed
against one another in seven different sports over the academic
year and now it comes down to the main event to decide who
wins.
The morning is a relaxed atmosphere as the fun and field
events take place. There will be a BBQ, stalls, ice-cream vans
and cake stalls for students to spend money, so please bring
cash on the day.

Sponsorship Money
Well done to all the Year 7 & 8 students who have returned
their sponsorship forms. So far you have raised just over
£1,000. Phoenix have raised the most so far and are on course
to gain vital Sports day points. Please return forms next week.

Fitness Sponsorship
Thank you to those who have returned their sponsorship forms.
We are really close to £2,000 at the moment and there are still
loads more forms to return. The deadline is next Thursday.
7AKM are currently leading the race for the pizza lunch. Well
done to all who have raised money so far.

Sports Awards Evening
This year’s Sports Awards Evening will take place on Wednesday 17th July. Award winners will receive tickets
soon. Sports Awards celebrates all the students sporting achievements over the academic year, awarding
students for their dedication and commitment to sport. If you are interested in sponsoring this years event,
please e-mail paul.langan@riddlesdown.org for more information.

Year 12 Art & Photography Trip

On Thursday we were taken by Mrs Dinham to London with
our first stop being the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition,
featuring a variety of pieces of art from sculptures to
paintings, wire and architectural models and drawings. The
exhibition was vibrant and gave us so many new ideas for
future projects.
A picnic in Green Park followed and then off we went to the
National Portrait Gallery for the BP Portrait Awards. This
allowed us view a variety of painting techniques and show us
how the position of a subject impacts the mood of a piece.
During both exhibitions we took photographs and made
sketches of our surroundings and pieces of work.
Overall, it was a feast for our eyes and a thoroughly
enjoyable day!
Hannah Neill, 12IDH

