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Learners of today, Leaders of tomorrow. 

 

 The Principal writes …… 
As we come to the end of a very successful first term, there has been so much to                           
celebrate and there is so much to look forward to. 
 
Firstly, I must congratulate all students and staff involved in the five College Carol                        
Services and the fantastic Christmas Concert last night. They have put enormous effort 
and energy into these events and the standard of performance was as high as always. 
Just as the tiredness of the long autumn term was starting to be felt, these events raised 
our spirits and helped to put us in the mood for Christmas! Thank you also to parents, 
family members and friends who came to the concert and made such generous donations 
to the instrumental fund. 
 
Our new website went “live” this week – if you have not already seen it, please do have a 
look. From the new year, news stories will appear regularly throughout the week and so 
we will no longer publish this weekly Newsletter. I hope that parents will find the new                   
website and its new features, including an embedded Collegiate Calendar, to be helpful 
and informative. I am sure that the website will continue to evolve so if you have any                     
particular comments or suggestions, please do let us know. 
 
The Collegiate will now remain closed for the Christmas break. Students should return on 
Monday 6

th
 January 2020 at 10.30am and report directly to Tutor Rooms – lessons will 

begin from Period 3 (Week A). 
 
Finally, I would like to wish all of our students, staff and their families a very                               
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Have a restful break and I look forward to                        
seeing everyone at that start of next term, ready for even greater success in 2020! 
 
With very best wishes, 

 
 

Timetable: Week commencing Monday 6th January will be Timetable Week A 



Reminders: 
Monday 6th January  

• Start of Spring Term - Students return 10.30 am  

• Year 9 Exams begin 
Wednesday 8th January 

• Year 10 Camnat I-Media Exam 
Friday 10th January 

• Cambridge National Exam 
Monday 13th January 

• Year 8 Kew Gardens - Orion 
 

• Tuesday 14th January 

•  Year 8 Kew Gardens - Aquila 

• World Challenge Meeting 

• Wednesday 15th January 

• Year 11 Parents Evening 

• Thursday 16th January 

• Year 8 Kew Gardens - Pegasus 

• Year 10 Mock Interviews 

• Friday 17th January 

• Year 8 Kew Gardens - Phoenix 

Textiles Christmas Tree Decoration Competition 2019 
A huge thank you to those that entered this years Textile Competition to design and make a Christmas 
tree decoration. There was a wide range of festive responses using a variety of textile techniques, the 
standard was very high and showcases our students talents. Congratulations to the following winners in 
each year group. All entries are hanging on the glass wall as you enter reception. 
 
Year 7  Harriet Allen   7SLP 

Year 8  Jessica Wells  8JRH 

Year 9  Zac Incz   9FCP 

Year 10  Erin O’Flaherty  10JWS                                                                       Mrs C Shepherd 



Absence 
A reminder to parents that if your son or daughter is absent you must call or email every morning to let 
us know that they will be absent. If you are leaving a message or sending an email it would be helpful if 
you give child’s full name, Tutor Group and reason for absence. The email address to inform of absence 
is attendance@riddlesdown.org.  
 
If you do not inform the school on a daily basis that your child is absent, this will then be recorded as           
unauthorised on their attendance register. 

ART ATTACK

WHO IS IT FOR? Year 7-8’s

WHAT IS IT? An art club run by year 12’s Artists. Over the weeks you will
be making a booklet full of exciting new art techniques.

WHERE? C10

WHEN? Tuesday lunchtimes until 12.55pm.

Jack Petchey winners 2019 
On Thursday 5

th
 December 2019 an awards 

ceremony was held at the Fairfield Halls in                    
Croydon for the Jack Petchey winners of 2019. 

 

Students were invited to attend the Ceremony 
by the Jack Petchey Foundation after winning 
for helping out with extra-curricular activities, 
charity work, fund raising and being mentors.  
The awards were presented together with a 
gold medallion by His Worshipful, The Mayor of 
Croydon, Councillor Humayan Kabir. 

 

The Jack Petchey Leader Winner was Mrs         
Baxter, Phoenix College who was overwhelmed 
by winning the award for the work that she does 
to coordinate and provide support for physical needs and SEN  students.  Ann leads her team with a 
motivated, strong and empathetic style, always setting the highest standards, and is a brilliant role    
model. 

mailto:attendance@riddlesdown.org


Art in Action 
On 4th December Year 12 & 13 Art and Photography students attended a talk in London as part of a                      
lecture series called, Art In Action. We heard from wide ranging creative practitioners; Roz Hall,                      
Richard Billingham, Tom Piper and Rebeccah Salter who are all specialists in their respective fields, 
from print making, photography, fine art and set design. We were all particularly inspired by Roz Hall, a 
digital artist, and decided to respond to his art by creating our own digital artworks using applications 
such as Adobe Draw and Auto Sketch. Along with Mrs Dinham we will be launching a Digital Art                     
competition as part of STEAM in the New Year.  We shall keep you posted. 
 
 
 

Careers Fair 
Riddlesdown students in Key Stages 4 and 5, along with the parents enjoyed and got a lot out of the 
joint Careers Fair hosted this year by Harris Purley. The event was very well attended by businesses, 
students and parents alike. There were talks about degree level apprenticeships and as well as an in 
focus presentation on Capgemini. A large number of stalls were set up by numerous companies, the 
NHS, HM Land Registry, The Army, Govia Thameslink Railway, Human Student and Mott Macdonald to 
name just a few. We hope that students got a lot out of the evening and are able to start making more 
informed decisions about their future after leaving full time education. 
 

Miss Knox 



     
   NCS Youth Programme 
 

Students at Riddlesdown Collegiate are currently being offered the opportunity to take part in 
NCS, the government’s national youth programme for 15-17year olds.  
 
NCS runs across England and Northern Ireland and exist to engage, unite and empower 
young people, building their confidence so they can go out there and achieve their dreams, no 
matter where they are from or what their background is.  
 
Over the last 10 years more than 500,000 young people have benefitted from taking part. As part 
of the 3 or 4 week experience during their summer holidays they spend time away trying exciting 
new activities, learning new skills and making new friends before returning to their communities to 
develop social action projects. These projects are a way of raising awareness of local causes, 
fundraising for charity or carry out activities to improve local facilities. 
 
NCS are currently recruiting for the Summer 2020 programme in local schools. You can find out 
more about NCS and sign up to take part at wearencs.com. 
 
Students will benefit from: 
 
An all-inclusive residential trip to an outdoor activity centre (transport provided) 
Young people will learn the value of team work by working together to overcome a series of                   
exciting outward bounds challenges 
 
A week of independence and employability workshops 
During a second residential experience, students will work with specialists to find hidden                      
talents, gain confidence and develop vital work/life skills 
 
A team project that makes a real difference 
In the teams they’ve been in since the start of the programme, young people will design and                      
deliver their very own project around an issue they feel passionate about.  
 
All participants will receive a certificate from the Prime Minister at a special graduation ceremony, 
as well as endless opportunities as an NCS Graduate. What is more, NCS really makes                             
individuals stand out from the crowd in job and university applications! 
 
NCS is an incredible way to make sure their summer is full of fun, friends and new adventures. If 
you would like to find out more please go to the wearencs.com website for more information about 
this amazing opportunity!  
 
Early Bird offer - £20 off 
 
Students have a limited time offer to sign up for NCS for just £30 by 31

st
 December 2019.  You 

must have completed the sign up process online and made payment by 31
st
 December to be                             

eligible. 
 
Financial Assistance is available to students who require it. Please go onto our website or call on                          
0800 197 8010 for more information. 
 
 
 

                                                              Miss Knox 

Chess Tournament 
Congratulations to Rocco Martinez-Paoli, Winner of the Chess Tournament for the third year                    
running. 

Mrs Woodworth 

https://wearencs.com/


PE Fixtures Round Up 
The final week of term is always quiet, but    
Riddlesdown had quite an exciting climax to 
2019 last Friday. The Key Stage 3 Badminton 
squad was in action, competing in the                          
Croydon Schools Championships. The                           
competition took place at Riddlesdown and our 
students were fantastic. Riddlesdown had one 
girls team and two boys teams. The Boys B 
team managed to win their first game, but had 
to compete against A teams in the others and 
finished a respectable 6th out of 8. Both  boys 
and girls A teams were outstanding, both 
reaching the final but unfortunately losing 2-1 
to Lanfranc and Woodcote. The boys game 
went right down to a tie breaker!  Well done to 
all our students who took part and don’t forget 
badminton club runs every Thursday after 
school, come down and get involved. 
 

 
Last week was a busy week for handball and we  forgot 
to mention our Year 8’s who played in competitive 
games for the first time. The boys did really well to                      
compete against some tough opposition and after a slow 
start they managed to win 2/4 games and finished mid 
table in the group.  
 
They have more games after half term and we look                   
forward to hearing about how they got on. 
 
 
 

The last fixtures of 2019 finished with two fantastic wins from the Year 8 & 9 A netball teams. Both sets 
of girls travelled to Harris South Norwood on Tuesday and both put on a fantastic display as they blew 
Harris away with their quality. The Year 8 team won an impressive 14-0 with Alyze getting Lady of the 
Match and the Year 9s won 13-9 with Mardeyah getting Lady of the Match. Two fantastic results girls 
and we hope to continue the same in 2020. 
 
On behalf PE I would like to say a huge thank you to all the students for their hard work, dedication and 
commitment this year in helping sport grow and develop. The amount of time and effort the students put 
in is exceptional and long may it continue in 2020. Thank you to all the parents who have helped us out 
throughout the year and we look forward to developing this further in the future.  
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all the PE team. 

Mr Langan 

Riddlesdown Collegiate Sports Fixtures 6th -10th January 
 
Thursday 9th 
Football: Year 10 A v Langley (Norwich) Away 1.45pm KO 
Girls Football: Year 7 & 8 v Woodcote @ Home 3.00pm KO 
 
Friday 10

th
 

Handball: Year 10 Girls Tournament @ Tenison’s 2.00pm start 



DAY Staff LUNCHTIME 
12.20 – 1.00 
(unless other-
wise stated) 

PDT time                 
Tuesday/ 
Thursday 

AFTER SCHOOL 
15.30 Tuesday, Thursday. 
14.40 Wednesday, Friday 
(check individual days for finish 
times) 
  

MONDAY 
  

        

TUESDAY 
  

TKW 
  

ORCHESTRA ORCHESTRA   

  SIP Nancy’s and Bet 
(Oom Pa Pa) 
  

Whole cast (who 
will buy) 
Theatre 
 

Fagin's gang and Fagin, Oliver 
Music 
16.30 

  WLR       

  ELH     Nancy and Bet (oom pa pa) 
Finish 16.30 
C07 

  RME     

  RPD     Dancers 
THEATRE 
 

WEDNESDAY 
  

SIP Bedwin   Whole cast (Oom pa pa) 
Theatre 
16.00 
 

  ELH     Dodger, Fagin, Sikes and Nancy, Dancers 
16.00 
Co7   AMC     

THURSDAY 
  

TKW 
  

ORCHESTRA ORCHESTRA ORCHESTRA 

  SIP Nancy, Bet, 
Fagin and 
Fagin's gang 
 

    

  WLR     Oliver (with orchestra) 
16.30 
Music 
  

  ELH     Nancy and Bet and Fagin's gang, Fagin, 
Dancers 
16.30 
Main hall 
 

  RME     

  AMC       

  FTD     

FRIDAY 
  

TKW     ORCHESTRA 

  SIP     Oliver, Widow Corney, Bumble, Brownlow, 
Sowerberry’s, Charlotte, Noah, Bedwin, 
Music 
16.30 

  WLR     

  ELH     Whole cast (except those in Music                       
rehearsals) 
17.00 
Main Hall 
  

  AMC     

  FTD     

Oliver! – REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 6
th

 January 2020  





Social Media
• With the festive season around the 

corner, your child’s Social Media usage 
may increase. 

• Social Media has become a key element 
of society, when used correctly it has 
enormous benefits. 

• However, it also poses a number of 
potential risks to its users. 

Do you know how your 
child uses Social Media? 

Do you know who they 
communicate with? Or 

what they access?

With Social Media’s potential risks, it is 
advisable to do the following:

• Familiarise yourself with the Social Media 
sites they use regularly (Facebook/ 
Instagram/ Snapchat/ Twitter/ KiK/ YUBO). 

• Discuss with your child the way they 
communicate through the use of Snapchat/ 
WhatsApp/ FaceTime. 

• Ask your child, do they know the risks 
attached to misuse of Social Media and 
what to do if they are concerned about 
something they come across. 

Students are regularly reminded about their digital footprint – and reminded 
of the fact “what is posted online will stay online”. Please spend some time 
reminding your child about the potential implications of posting something 
online. 

The following websites provide more advice:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/sexting

SEXTING CONCERNS SHOULD BE REPORTED TO THE POLICE ON 101

Sexting – sending explicit 
images/ messages through 

Social Media and smart phones

The Zipit App

The Zipit App has been 
created by Childline to 

support young people with 
managing the pressures of 

having to send inappropriate 
images.

It also allows young people 
to contact Childline directly 
if they are concerned about 
something they are asked 

for or see.

Download free in the App 
Store 


