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18th March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
School Closure 

 
I suspect that you will have heard the Prime Minister’s announcement earlier this evening that 
schools across the UK will close at the end of the day on Friday in order to better manage the 
impact of the Coronavirus. We have been expecting this and now need to progress our plans 
for school closure. Home Learning will commence from next Monday, 23rd March 2020 and the 
Collegiate site will be closed to students after the end of the day on Friday. Until then, students 
who are able to attend school should continue to do so, as normal. Unless specifically invited, 
students should not come to the Collegiate for any reason after this time until advised 
otherwise. 
 
Home Learning Plan 
On Monday, Day 1 of closure, teachers will not set any specific learning tasks. Students should 
complete any outstanding homework tasks, review recent or earlier learning, read and take 
exercise. From Day 2, students should access work from Google Classrooms where teachers 
will have scheduled details of each lesson to appear at the usual lesson time according to the 
regular timetable (so Day 2 will be Tuesday Week A). In addition, work for PDT will be set on 
Pupil Drive on a weekly basis by Year Group. Not all lessons will require continued computer 
use, some work will need to be done in exercise books or in a different format, so students will 
not necessarily be at a screen all day and this should also help when siblings might be needing 
to share a computer. Teachers will plan 40 minute periods to allow students a comfort break 
between lessons. Teachers may ask students to upload their work and will provide feedback in 
the case of a prolonged closure.  
 
For students who may have difficulties in accessing work online, Home Learning Packs have 
been prepared and will be distributed directly or posted before the end of this week. 
 
Summer Exams 
This morning, I wrote to students in Year 11 and Year 13 to provide some reassurance about 
the next few months, given that they are preparing for GCSE and A Level examinations. The 
Prime Minister announced this evening that these examinations would not take place in May 
and June, as scheduled. Although he gave a commitment to ensuring that students would be 
awarded with the qualifications they deserve, there has not yet been any further detail as to 
how this will happen. At this stage, despite this unsettling development, it is important that 
students in Year 11 and Year 13 continue to focus on their studies and follow the advice 
in my previous letter. I suspect that Ofqual will make an announcement soon and we shall 
update students and parents accordingly, as soon as we have further details.  
 
Children of Key Workers & More Vulnerable Children 
Despite school closure, schools are being asked to make provision for children whose parents 
are “key workers” in order to support them in being able to continue to go to work, and also 
more vulnerable children, e.g. those who are supported by a social worker or have an EHCP. 
We shall write to parents separately to ascertain how many students we have who would fit 



these descriptions and whether or not parents would want to make use of such provision. The 
responses will help us to plan appropriately. 
 
Staying in touch 
During a prolonged closure, Tutors (or, in some cases, another member of the College team) 
will aim to make telephone contact with each member of their Tutor Group at least once per 
week, possibly more depending on the student’s needs and circumstances. 
 
In addition to setting work through Google Classrooms, teachers may communicate with 
students through the school email system, so students should continue to check their school 
emails regularly. Parents and students can continue to email staff, as well, with any particular 
queries or concerns – Tutors should remain the first point of contact. Students must only use 
their school email accounts for this. Attached to this letter is some guidance on remote access 
for students.  
 
We will continue to use the website www.riddlesdown.org and Twitter @RiddlesdownC to post 
any important communications. For any general enquiries, please use 
admin@riddlesdown.org. 
 
For several days now, we have lived with the uncertainty of possible school closure. Now we 
know that we will not be operating as normal after Friday and the uncertainty shifts to the 
duration and the impact of the closure. Whilst we will now not see the vast majority of students 
or parents in person for an extended period of time, we shall continue to support our 
community as best we can. Please get in touch with us at any time, should you require our 
assistance or support. 
 
Tomorrow, students will be dismissed slightly earlier at 2.40pm and on Friday, we shall shorten 
Period 6 so that students return to Tutor Groups for 15 minutes at the end of the day. Tutors 
will then check that students have everything they need and are prepared, as best they can be, 
for a period of school closure. 
 
I hope that everyone will stay healthy, both physically and emotionally, and I wish everyone the 
very best of luck as we enter the next stage of this pandemic. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 
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