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12th March 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Coronavirus and COVID-19 
 
I thought it would be useful to write to you following my letter of 27th February. Since then, the concern 
about this coronavirus has understandably increased and I know that families will be anxious. I want to 
reassure you that if there is any issue in one of our schools then we shall give you the fullest and speediest 
information we can provide. 
 
You will have seen on news programmes that schools have been closed in some countries; this is not the 
current approach of the UK government and there is no reason at this point to consider such a course of 
action. Of course, should this change we shall follow professional and statutory advice fully. In such an event 
we shall endeavour to provide as much work for pupils and students as we can, but there will have to be 
limitations.  
 
I know that parents of pupils and students approaching national tests and examinations may be particularly 
concerned about these upcoming assessments. At this point in time we should all continue to prepare for 
exams as normal; should the timetable be disrupted by coronavirus then national arrangements will be 
made to address the issue and we shall share with you full information on this, if and when it is received. 
 
The continuing medical advice is as I outlined in my letter last month. Everyone should be mindful of the 
general advice to prevent the spread of infection, most importantly: washing hands regularly and catching 
coughs and sneezes in a tissue and binning it. Please remember that anyone who develops symptoms 
should call NHS 111 and follow their advice; they should not come into school. It is important to note that 
anyone with specific medical conditions that may make them more vulnerable to the effects of a respiratory 
infection should be especially vigilant. 
 
If you have further questions or concerns, the Department for Education has launched an advice line and 
email address: 
 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 
 
Shoud there be any change in this advice, or any issue that we need to alert you about, I shall write again. 
Can I ask once more that you reassure your children, and thank you for your support in this situation. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Mr Gordon Smith 
Chief Executive 
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