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23rd March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update: Week 1, w/c 23rd March 2020 
 
So, today is the first day of forced school closure and, following the incredibly demanding few 
days we all experienced last week, we now transition into the next phase of this challenge. 
Thank you for the many messages of support and gratitude that we have received over the last 
week – at this extremely difficult time, I cannot overstate how encouraging they have been and 
how much strength we have been able to draw from them, with the knowledge and 
reassurance that our community appreciates all that we are trying to do for them. I have felt so 
fortunate to have been supported so magnificently by my team, whose resilience, commitment 
and determination to do our very best for our students and their families have amazed me. 
And, I have felt so proud of our students, more than 80% of whom still attended school last 
Friday, as they have tried to prepare themselves for the uncertainty of the coming months. We 
do not yet know how long school closures will last, but on the assumption that it will be long 
term, my intention will be to provide an update like this at the beginning of each week, sent by 
email to all parents and uploaded to our website. I hope this will help our community to remain 
feeling connected and informed. 
 
Home Learning 
Today, teachers are planning lessons for tomorrow so that students can log on to Google 
Classroom and follow their usual timetable. Not all work will require a computer, so students 
should work away from a screen when they can. As well as being a novel way of working for 
students, teachers are also doing this for the first time, so it might take a little while to iron out 
any teething issues and for teachers’ experience to help them to determine how to deliver 
remote learning most effectively. Please be patient, if this is the case. We shall monitor this 
and ask for your feedback at some point. 
 
On Site Provision for Children of Critical Workers 
The government has set schools the challenge of continuing to offer on site provision for 
children of critical workers and the most vulnerable children. Alongside this, however, they 
have also made very clear that this should only be a last resort and if a child can stay at home, 
they should. This is in order to minimise non-essential contact and support social distancing. 
Parents/carers who have indicated that they would want to take advantage of this provision 
have been sent details today and this provision will begin tomorrow. Please note that only a 
skeleton staff will be working on site and no student or parent should now come to the 
Collegiate without invitation. If you need to get in touch with us, please send an email to 
admin@riddlesdown.org or telephone the switch board on 020 8668 5136 – we will endeavour 
to answer calls remotely. 
 
Award of GCSEs & A Levels 
On Friday afternoon, just as I was delivering final assemblies to Year 13 and Year 11, a further 
announcement was made with regards to the award of GCSEs and A Levels. In summary, the 
suggestion is that teachers will be asked to use their judgment to indicate the grade that they 
believe the student would have achieved if they had taken the exams. This information will 
then be combined with other relevant data to calculate a grade for each student, to be provided  
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in July. I am sure that there will be further clarity soon, but in the meantime, please read the 
official statement here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-
grades-announced.  In the meantime students should continue to work on the Home Learning 
tasks that teachers have set and we will advise further in due course. 
 
Reports 
Report data was due to be published for Year 8, Year 12 and Year 13 this Friday, 27th March 
2020. In the circumstances, Year 13 data will not be published. We expect to publish Year 8 
and Year 12 data, as planned, but I shall let you know next week if there has been an 
unexpected delay. 
 
Free School Meals 
Parents of students who are in receipt of free school meals have already received 
communication to explain how this provision will be maintained during the period of school 
closure. The first payment is due to be made today. 
 
Making Contact 
As students begin working remotely, we understand that some will find it harder than others to 
adjust to a new, very different routine. By the end of this week, Tutors will have made 
telephone calls to all students to check how they are and offer to support with any issues they 
are facing. In some cases, a different member of the College team will make the telephone 
call. We would not expect these telephone calls to be longer than 5 minutes but if there are any 
significant safeguarding or wellbeing concerns that arise, Tutors will, of course, follow up as 
necessary. 
 
And, finally… 
Before we left school on Friday, I said to students and staff that whilst feelings of sadness, 
frustration, anger, anxiety and uncertainty would all be legitimate, we must remain hopeful. We 
must also now quickly establish a “new normal” and be prepared to think and work differently in 
order to build on what we have achieved already and continue to be successful. It has been 
crystal clear to me in these last few days that it will be our strong, embedded culture, our 
togetherness as a community and our determination to succeed (in spite of everything) that will 
help us to navigate our way through the coming weeks and months and eventually restore our 
world class school to its exceptional normality. 
  
Thank you for your continued support and I hope that you and your families will stay in good 
health. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 
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