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27th March 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Principal’s Update: Week 2, w/c 30th March 2020 

 

This week, I have learnt that: 

 Students are engaging wonderfully with Home Learning and really trying to stick to the 

routine of their timetables; 

 Teachers have been finding and using new ways of remotely collaborating so that they 

can continue to support each other as they quickly learn how to work very differently; 

 Parents have appreciated the phone calls that Tutors have started to make to check 

how students are doing and whether they need any further support; 

 It is not easy to work from home every day, juggling work, parenting and household 

chores! 

 

It might only have been a week since schools closed, but it has been a busy week with lots 

achieved and at least a little more clarity over our next steps. 

 

Feedback on Home Learning 

Mrs Bruce, Head of Teaching & Learning, has written to students in Year 7 and Year 10 (and 

their parents) to ask for some feedback on Home Learning so far. Others are welcome to offer 

feedback too, but we want to be able to digest the feedback and respond to it quite quickly, 

which is why we have only asked a sample. Whilst initial feedback seems very positive, we 

recognise that we are all adapting to new ways of working simultaneously and so we are keen 

to reflect on the effectiveness of our work and build on it after the Easter break. Teachers will 

continue to set work this coming week and will then pause for two weeks for the Easter break. 

 

On Site Provision for Children of Critical Workers 

We have a very small number of students continuing to attend school. We will happily continue 

to provide this for critical worker families who absolutely require it in order to allow them to 

continue providing frontline services. We very much appreciate the understanding that schools 

should be a last resort at this time and any child who can stay home, should stay at home. This 

is best for the children and will help to reduce the spread of infection. Stay at home. Protect the 

NHS. Save lives.  

 

Award of GCSE & A Level Grades 

I wrote to students in Year 11 and Year 13 (and their parents) earlier this week to provide an 

update. I am hopeful that we will have further details by the time we “return” from the Easter 

break. We will look to move Year 11 students on to College VI Pre-Course Learning as soon 

as it is sensible and Year 13 students will similarly be given some advice and guidance on how 

best to prepare for higher education. In addition, Mrs Williams, Deputy Principal, has written to 

Year 11 students to update them on the Dinner & Dance – I think we have received more 

enquiries about this than the actual award of GCSEs! 

 

https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Letter-to-Parents-LVB.pdf
https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Letter-to-Students-Y11-Y13-Award-of-Grades.pdf
https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Letter-to-Year-11-Dinner-Dance.pdf


Reports, Assessment & Internal Exams 

Year 8 and Year 12 reports have been published on Parent Portal this week, as planned. We 

shall need to give some thought as to how, when or whether we will publish further reports that 

were due in the summer term and, linked to this, we shall need to consider how students’ 

progress might be effectively assessed during a prolonged period of closure. This includes how 

we will manage internal exams that were scheduled for the summer term. 

 

Year 9 Options 

Thank you to Year 9 students for submitting options choices so promptly. College teams will 

now be reviewing the responses to check that each student has selected suitable courses and 

will be in touch with individuals if there are any concerns. 

 

Year 8 & Year 9 Immunisations 

Parents of students in Year 8 and Year 9 should have received information from Croydon 

Health Services this week about the Childhood Immunisation Programme which is usually 

delivered in schools. Immunisations are still available at daily clinics by appointment only. 

 

Support for Parents 

If you look on Twitter or Facebook or just use Google to search, there are numerous resources 

and information packs designed to support parents to support their children during this bizarre 

period of school closure and social distancing. We shared some advice from the Octavo 

partnership and a resource from Strengthening Minds earlier this week, but there are lots of 

things available. If you find something that you would especially recommend, please let us 

know at admin@riddlesdown.org or tweet it including @RiddlesdownC in your message. 

 

And finally… 

When I stood outside my house on Thursday evening and joined in with everyone I could see 

up and down the road (at a safe distance!), clapping to show our support and appreciation for 

all the NHS staff, working so hard to care for our sick and vulnerable at this time of desperate 

need, I was reminded of the strength of our communities. My confidence for what we will 

rebuild, in time, has been reinforced – I hope yours has been too. 

  

Thank you for your continued support and I hope that you and your families remain in good 

health. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 

https://riddlesdown.org/parent-portal/
https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Immunisation-Team-Daily-Clinics-Letter-for-parents-March-2020.pdf
https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Parental-support-guidance-COVID19.pdf
https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Staying-Home-in-Style-Interactive-1.pdf
mailto:admin@riddlesdown.org

