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26th March 2020 
 
 
Dear Year 11 & Year 13 Students 
 
Award of GCSE & A Level Grades 2020 
 
Just over a week ago, I wrote to you in an attempt to provide some reassurance about the 
prospect of school closure and what that might mean for the public exams you were due to 
take next term. Later that day, the Prime Minister not only confirmed school closures but also 
the cancellation of this summer’s public exams. We were shocked and concerned for you. I 
was pleased to be able to speak to you on Friday before you were dismissed, but I know that, 
at that time, there was still much uncertainty about how grades would be awarded. Whilst we 
still do not have absolute clarity, I thought it might be helpful to outline what we do know and 
explain why we feel that the approach we are taking to Home Learning is most sensible in the 
circumstances. 
 
The government has stated that its priority is to ensure that affected students “can move on as 
planned to the next stage of their lives”, which means “ensuring GCSE and A Level students 
are awarded a grade which fairly reflects the work they have put in”. We know that exam 
boards will be asking teachers to submit their judgment about the grade that they believe each 
student would have received if exams had gone ahead. I suspect that teachers will be required 
to take PPE results and other data into consideration in order to provide these grades, but 
schools have not yet received any detailed instructions. There has been no suggestion so 
far that students’ work or previously taken PPEs will be looked at or moderated – but then, nor 
has it been confirmed that these things will not happen, so it could be worth gathering 
evidence. Therefore, whilst it is very unlikely that there will be a requirement for any work that 
students have not already done to be considered as part of the grade calculation, there are 
some very good reasons to continue with Home Learning that relates to all of the courses that 
you were due to be examined in, at least until the Easter break: 

✓ In some subjects, you may still have coursework to be completed which could be 
counted 

✓ In some subjects, you may still have had some content to complete – this will be 
important for next steps, even if you are not going to be examined on it 

✓ You will have the option to take exams in the autumn term if you are unhappy with the 
grades that you are awarded, so continuing to prepare, at least for now, would be very 
sensible 

 
Once it is confirmed that no further work on current courses will be required to inform grade 
calculations, we shall change the nature of Home Learning – I think this will be after the Easter 
break. For Year 11 students, we will publish College VI Pre-Course Learning Tasks – this will 
cover the full range of subjects in College VI and will help you to prepare for next academic 
year and make a flying start to your new courses. For Year 13 students, we will provide you 
with advice and guidance on how best to use the coming months to help you most effectively 
prepare for higher education (and the challenges of moving away from home and living 
independently!).  
 



The government is suggesting that grades will be awarded in July, so depending on the state 
of the nation at that time, I hope that will give us the opportunity to share your success 
together, complete College VI Enrolment & Induction, say goodbye properly to Year 13 
students and celebrate these milestones at (rescheduled?) Proms! 
 
We shall continue to keep you updated, but in the meantime, stay positive, stay academically 
active, stay physically and mentally healthy and watch this: https://vimeo.com/400235114. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/400235114

