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3rd April 2020 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Principal’s Update: Weeks 3 & 4, w/c 6.4.2020 & w/c 13.4.2020 
 

We have now completed two weeks of school closure and associated Home Learning. I think 
that if there was any novelty in the experience last week, then that may be wearing off this 
week as the magnitude of our circumstances really starts to sink in. Indeed, this is likely to be a 
long term situation and so it is vital that we learn to adapt to it and remain resilient in the face 
of adversity. Already, we have seen so many examples of students and staff doing exactly that: 
I have seen some excellent work submitted to teachers in Google Classroom, some brilliant 
examples of students supporting each other through comments in the stream and some 
innovative use of technology by teachers to support high quality lessons and learning. Well 
done to all! 
 

Home Learning 
Thank you to parents and students who provided initial feedback; you will now have seen Mrs 
Bruce’s response which indicates how we will act on it next term. Home Learning Packs for 
those who require them will also be refreshed and sent to students at the start of term. Our 
Directors of Learning have been reviewing curriculum plans for the summer term and will be 
adjusting them, as appropriate, for our current working arrangements. This may mean, for 
example, that students spend more time consolidating and revisiting key prior learning in some 
subjects, rather than acquiring lots of new knowledge at this time. We know that the “recovery” 
from this current period of school closure will not be quick: leaders will work thoughtfully to 
adjust both medium and long term plans so that any gaps are filled and learning is secure. The 
nature of Home Learning is likely to continue to evolve, as well, as students and teachers gain 
confidence and experience in this different way of working. 
 

Year 10 GCSE RE 
I should have mentioned in previous communications that the award of GCSE RE for Year 10 
students this summer is subject to the same guidance that we are waiting for from Ofqual 
regarding Year 11 & Year 13. We shall update parents when we know more. 
 

As we head into the Easter holidays, I would like to thank and congratulate everyone for their 
tenacity and kindness in these last few weeks. There is nothing like a crisis to bring out the 
best of humanity and what we have seen, heard and experienced is truly heart-warming. 
Although the holidays will feel very different this year, I hope that everyone is able to take a 
break, step back from it all and just enjoy time with families. 
 

I will write to you again at the start of the new term on 20th April 2020 when Home Learning 
will resume. In the meantime, I hope you might enjoy this inspiring message of 
hope: https://youtu.be/qAGbxKfNMuE 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 
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