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1st April 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Year 11 Uniform 
 
[Please note that this letter was due to be published in w/c 16th March 2020 but was postponed 
due to recent events and subsequent school closure.] 
 
Following the implementation of a new, smarter College VI dress code last year, the Local 
Governing Body has been considering how the current Year 11 uniform might also be 
smartened to bring greater continuity whilst also retaining something which denotes Year 11 as 
a significant year. 
 
The rationale for the current Year 11 uniform originates from a time more than 25 years ago, 
before there was a Sixth Form at Riddlesdown and when Year 11 students were, therefore, the 
oldest students in our school. We recognise that this is no longer the case, but also recognise 
the responsibility in Year 11 of acting as senior students and prefects for younger students in 
their Colleges. It is for this reason that we wish to retain something different in the Year 11 
uniform as a privilege and indicator of their seniority. However, at the same time, we wish for 
the style of the uniform that Year 11 students wear to be in keeping with other students and we 
do not wish for it to be costly.  
 
Therefore, the Local Governing Body has decided that from September 2020, students in Year 
11 will continue to wear the same uniform they have previously worn in Year 10, including the 
blazer and optional black v-neck jumper, but will wear a different College coloured tie to denote 
their seniority. Keeping the blazer and introducing a new tie will both smarten the uniform, 
provide better continuity to College VI and should reduce costs for parents (who will no longer 
need to purchase the College coloured jumpers or cardigans which are a compulsory part of 
the current Year 11 uniform). In addition, Year 11 students will be given a privilege badge to be 
worn on their blazers in September which may be withdrawn if warranted.  
 
The new tie will be available for purchase at Hewitts towards the end of the summer term. If at 
the end of Year 10, students have no further use for their current tie, they will be invited to 
donate it to their College. 
 
We hope that parents and students will understand the reasons for this change and thank you, 
in advance, for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 


