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24th April 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update: Week 6, w/c 27.4.2020 
 
Following a lengthy update last week, this week’s update is much shorter. 
 
Thank you for the messages I have received from students following the assembly published on Monday. I 
did not think that the sound of a familiar voice would be so appreciated! I suppose it would have reminded 
students of a “normal” school experience and, at this time, that is perhaps more valuable than I had 
realised. In addition, unlike in real assemblies, students could “fast forward” on this occasion, which I 
suspect was a bonus for some! 
 
Home Learning Resources 
This week, there have been two particular national developments to support Home Learning: firstly, BBC 
Bitesize has significantly developed their online resources and, secondly, we have seen the launch of the 
Oak National Academy, an online platform, populated with thousands of video lessons and learning 
resources. This initiative, supported by the Department for Education, is a free resource for all teachers and 
students and will remain available throughout the period of school closure. Teachers may use these 
valuable resources to complement, but not to replace, their own planning. Students are encouraged to use 
these resources independently, also. 
 
Support for Disadvantaged & Vulnerable Students 
The Secretary of State announced a package of support for some disadvantaged and vulnerable students 
last weekend, which will include laptops, tablets or 4G routers, if required. We know that orders for such 
resources will need to be centrally made (not directly by parents) but the details of how to do that have not 
yet been published. We will pursue this to obtain what we can. Those eligible for Free School Meals should 
be receiving vouchers via Edenred; do let us know of any problems. 
 
And finally… 
Whilst trying to work from home most of the time, I have popped up to the Collegiate every few days to 
check on the on-site provision and see the work that our Facilities Team are continuing with, despite school 
closure. When I was there yesterday afternoon, I stood alone in the sunshine for a moment in the 
playground and looked around: it was eerily calm, absolutely silent, clearly uninhabited and there was no 
indication of what we would normally have seen on a Thursday lunchtime in the first week of the summer 
term. I was reminded that a school is not made up of its buildings, it is made up of its people – and without 
those people and that community, a school can feel quite lifeless. We are trying hard to keep our 
community together and support each other through this challenging time, but I miss everyone and am 
looking forward to the day when life will be brought back to the Collegiate because a school without its 
students or staff is just a set of buildings – we need the people, working together, for it to be a really special 
place. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-major-package-to-support-online-learning

