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7th May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update: Week 8, w/c 11.5.2020 
 
Unsurprisingly, as we get closer to the announcement that the Prime Minister promised last week, 
speculation about students’ return to school has been wild. I want to provide a reassurance that whilst 
we are looking forward to being able to welcome students back when an announcement is made, we 
understand that we are very unlikely to operate in the same way that we did previously for some time. 
We have been considering the possible adjustments that we might need to make and what the 
implications of those adjustments might be but, of course, we cannot make any detailed plans until we 
know the parameters within which we will be required to work. As always, whilst needing to consider a 
vast range of practical and educational issues, the wellbeing of our students and staff will be at the 
heart of our thinking. 
 
College Community Classrooms 
Building on the success of the Riddlesdown 5k Challenge, this week, we have seen the launch of the 
new College Community Classrooms in Google Classroom. These are designed to be community 
spaces for students to staff to share extra-curricular achievements and respond to community 
challenges. I hope that students will get involved, contribute and use them to help stay connected. 
 
Year 11 Tutor References 
These will be published today and will be available in the Parent Portal, as usual. As we begin the 
week that would have seen the first GCSE exams this summer, we feel proud of Year 11 and how hard 
we know they would have tried in usual circumstances. We hope they are keeping busy, either with 
College VI Pre-Course Learning or other preparation for alternative next steps. 
 
Year 10 GCSE RE 
Ofqual confirmed this week that early entrants would be awarded qualifications for examinations they 
had been entered for this summer. This is good news as it means that Year 10 students will be 
awarded a grade for GCSE RE and will enter Year 11 with more time available for their other subjects. 
Thank you to everyone who responded to the consultation. 
 
And finally… 
I would like to congratulate Maisie Field 8EAP who has been nominated as a winner of the Fourth 
Plinth Schools Competition 2020. Her clever design, “The World’s Most Expensive Tent” aims to 
highlight the plight of the homeless. Despite the current circumstances, there is hope of an exhibition at 
City Hall and a celebratory ceremony later this year. Well done, Maisie – a great achievement and a 
fantastic reminder of our students’ talents. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 
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