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12th June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update: Week 13, w/c 15.6.2020 
 
In preparation for students in Years 10 & 12 to resume some face-to-face contact with teachers 
from 15th June 2020, this week, we have welcomed groups of staff back to the Collegiate as part of 
a phased return and induction to new ways of working. With social distancing requirements in 
place, it has, of course, felt odd to be acting so differently, in spite of our familiar environment. 
However, at the same time, it has been fantastic for colleagues to begin seeing each other again 
and working together to prepare for students’ return. We are all looking forward to seeing them 
again next week. I recognise that the guidance means that we shall only see a small fraction of our 
students in a very limited way this term, but we see this as the first, cautious steps of our wider 
reopening and we shall work to build on this to welcome everyone back when we are able to. 
 
Student Induction 
Students in Years 10 & 12 will have received an email with a link to their Student Induction – this is 
designed to help them to understand what to expect when they return and they are asked to watch 
this in advance. Others may find it informative, too. Please note that a student will need to be 
logged in to their school account in order to access the Google drive and view the video. 
 
Home School Agreement & Annex to Behaviour Policy 
Students and parents are also asked to read the Home School Agreement and the annex to the 
Behaviour Policy, both of which have been developed to reflect our approaches in a COVID-19 
secure environment. 
 
Google Classroom Response Time 
Please be aware that as some teachers will now more regularly be involved in face-to-face contact 
on site with Year 10 or Year 12, they may not be able to respond as quickly to questions submitted 
by students engaged in Home Learning through Google Classroom. In some cases, another 
teacher may respond on their behalf. Please be assured, however, that students in Years 7-9 will 
continue to receive high quality Home Learning activities and Tutors will continue to make weekly 
contact, as before. 
 
End of Term 
Given the circumstances of an extended period of Home Learning, the Local Governing Body has 
approved a change to the term dates so that this term will now end on Friday, 17th July 2020. 
Despite the Prime Minister’s announcement in Wednesday’s briefing that there would be a “huge 
amount of catch-up for pupils over the summer months”, unless it emerges that there will be a 
legal requirement to operate over the summer, we have no intention to do so. We feel that it will be 
vital to give students and staff time for a proper rest before returning for the autumn term. The 
arrangements for the start of the autumn term may also need to change, but we cannot determine 
what will be required until we know the basis on which all students should return – we shall confirm 
this as soon as we can. 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15L2UaUNvjDMOWE_Gp-7VO6bsTM0H1zBa/view
https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/TCT-Home-School-Agreement-Riddlesdown-Collegiate-020620-COVID.pdf
https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Behaviour-Policy-annex-in-response-to-post-Covid-19-wider-reopening-Riddlesdown-Collegiate.pdf
https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Behaviour-Policy-annex-in-response-to-post-Covid-19-wider-reopening-Riddlesdown-Collegiate.pdf


And finally… 
Following the huge reaction we have seen, in the USA, in the UK and across the world, to the 
shocking killing of George Floyd, I have been impressed, but unsurprised, by the passionate 
“standing up and speaking out” of so many of our students. Many will have read my comments in 
the College Community Classrooms and have engaged positively with this important and emotive 
issue. We are all forced to rethink in such circumstances and challenge ourselves – at the 
Collegiate, we shall review several aspects of our work, including the curriculum, with a renewed 
determination to use education to tackle issues of racism and inequality. We must ensure that we 
always celebrate diversity, promote equality, demonstrate respect and stand together to challenge 
all forms of discriminatory language and behaviour. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 
Principal 


