
 
 

A:   Honister Heights   Purley   Surrey   CR8 1EX 
T:   020 8668 5136 
F:   020 8660 9025 
E:   admin@riddlesdown.org 
W:  www.riddlesdown.org 

Principal:  Mr S Dey BSc (Hons), NPQH 
 
 
 
Riddlesdown Collegiate is part of The Collegiate Trust, a company 
limited by guarantee & registered in England and Wales No. 8058921 
 

26th June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update: Week 15, w/c 29.6.2020 
 
Every summer at the Collegiate, we find that we can predict the weather based on when we decide 
to schedule the College Showcase Evenings – that week is always a scorcher! And even though 
we were not able to hold the events this week, as we had originally planned, the sun has been 
shining, as it always does. I hope that students have been able to enjoy the weather whilst 
continuing to work through their Home Learning activities. Showcase Evenings have traditionally 
kicked off our end of year Celebration Season with Arts Awards Evening, the Summer Concert and 
Sports Awards Evening to follow. Whilst we do not yet know when we might be able to hold such 
events with large congregations in the Main Hall again, we do want to continue to acknowledge 
and celebrate our students’ successes. College Heads have posted short video messages in their 
College Community Classrooms, as a substitute for the messages they would have given this 
week and have been commending students for exceptional effort with Home Learning Stars and 
Praise Points, for example. In addition, we look forward to the CPA Virtual Awards Ceremony on 
15th July 2020.  
 
Returning to On Site Provision 
I have been pleased to see continued good attendance from Year 10 & Year 12 students this 
week. It has been great to hear the sound of students talking, laughing and playing again! The 
Collegiate is starting to come back to life and I hope that following an announcement from the 
government next week, I will be able to confirm arrangements for the return of all students in 
September. 
 
Online Tutor Periods 
Whilst Tutors have continued to make contact with students by telephone throughout the period of 
school closure, we would now like, in the final two weeks of term, to try to bring small groups of 
Years 7-9 students together online with their Tutor for a couple of brief “catch up” sessions. This 
would allow students to “reconnect” with a few others in their Tutor Group and would replace the 
weekly Tutor phone calls, which will stop after this coming week. Year 11 Tutors may also try this 
as a way of bringing students together once more before the summer. The high quality of Home 
Learning provision has meant that we have not yet engaged in any “live” online activity with 
students, but as we consider the possibility of a blended approach next academic year and the 
potential for further school closures at some point in the future, we would like to use this as an 
opportunity to trial some activity. Further details will follow next week, but in advance of these 
sessions, it would be helpful if students were able to complete a short wellbeing questionnaire, 
which they will be sent directly by email. This will gather some feedback on their experiences over 
the last few months.  
 
Welcoming New Year 7 Students & Secondary School Reach Out Day 
Next week, we would have welcomed our new Year 7 students and their parents to the Collegiate 
as part of the Year 7 Induction events and it is a real disappointment that our current 
circumstances will not allow this. Nonetheless, we are determined to support students’ transition 
and help them to feel more ready and reassured in advance of September.  Today, parents of new  

https://youtu.be/w5nmH0GHaGc


Year 7 students will receive a letter from their College Headteacher, confirming the College and 
the Tutor Group that their child has been placed in. Next Friday, on what would have been Year 7 
Induction Day and is now being called Secondary School Reach Out Day, we shall send links to 
various resources which will help new students and their parents to get to know us better. In the 
week after, I shall send a video message and we shall provide a Q&A opportunity with College 
Headteachers via a live webinar on 9th July 2020. We look forward to meeting our new students 
and their parents soon.  
 
And finally… 
Well done to everyone who participated in our Virtual Sports Week this week. The absence of a 
“real” Sports Day seems to have made no difference to the competitive spirit across the Colleges. 
Just like the 5k challenge earlier this term, the engagement we have seen from students and staff 
is a clear indication of the sense of community that we continue to feel. The winning College will be 
announced as part of the CPA Virtual Awards Ceremony. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 
Principal 


