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5th June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update: Week 12, w/c 8.6.2020 
 
I hope that everyone enjoyed the beautiful weather over the half term break and has now settled 
back into Home Learning routines. Whilst this will remain the predominant form of education for 
all students this term, we are looking forward to beginning to welcome students in Years 10 & 12 
back to the site for some face-to-face contact from w/c 15th June 2020. Following the Prime 
Minister’s announcements over half term, we have needed to adjust our provisional plans that I 
had shared with all parents on 21st May 2020; I provided an update to parents of Year 10 & 12 
students on 3rd June 2020. Currently, much of our work is focussed on preparing for this wider 
reopening – as you might imagine, the logistical, educational and social challenges are significant 
– and next week, staff who will be involved in working on site will undertake an induction to new 
ways of working as part of a phased return. Students will similarly have an induction upon their 
return and we shall share this with all students afterwards so that everyone is kept informed of 
what is going on and can feel reassured by the steps we are taking to manage our site and 
activity safely. 

 
Centre Assessment Grades 
The process of submitting Centre Assessment Grades for GCSE and A Level students began this 
week. This is the final stage of a complex and challenging process that our teachers have worked 
through diligently over the last few weeks. On behalf of students, I would like to thank all teachers 
for their efforts and determination to do their best for everyone. The process has certainly been a 
great demonstration of the commitment our teachers have to their classes and the passion with 
which they support their students. We look forward to results in August. 

 
College VI Community Classroom 
This week, Mr Smith, Headteacher of College VI, has invited all Year 11 students to join the 
College VI Community on Google Classroom. The page is for all current and future College VI 
students and contains regular updates and new material from the College VI team. These posts 
contain material such as well-being activities, information, things to do in lockdown, challenges, 
podcasts, media recommendations, current affairs, the College VI quiz, careers and university 
opportunities, as well as anything else that supports students’ wider learning and understanding 
of the world around them. Students will have received the invitation via their school email – 
please do encourage them to have a look and get involved.  

 
Student Leadership 
Following the launch of this Student Leadership election processes, we have been pleased to 
receive such a high number of high quality applications for positions of responsibility. We look 
forward to hearing more from candidates in the coming weeks and expect to announce new Head 
Boys and Head Girls early next month. 
 
 
 

https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Letter-to-Parents-Partial-Return-to-School.pdf
https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Letter-from-Mr-Dey-Partial-Return-to-School-Adjusted-Plans.pdf


 
And finally… 
Over the last couple of weeks, other than the key announcements that we have been 
anticipating, I have found myself watching the news less often. I realised that the negativity in the 
media was not helpful to my mental health! One report, however, caught my attention in a 
positive way this week: the story of Suzie Vaughan, a NHS Health Worker, who reunited with her 
two young children, having spent nine weeks apart in order to protect them and dedicate herself 
to work. Suzie’s story is uplifting, inspiring and humbling, and is a reminder that, even when 
facing huge personal challenges, there are people in every community making enormous 
sacrifices. We are grateful to them all. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 
Principal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4kVdxtW-sE

