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3rd July 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Principal’s Update: Week 16, w/c 6.7.2020 
 

Yesterday, the Secretary of State unveiled plans for the full reopening of schools in September. 
We have been waiting and wanting to bring more students back to the Collegiate for some time 
and so are delighted that we shall now be allowed to do so. However, the detailed guidance that 
has been published will be challenging to implement as the logistics required will be complex. As 
we have done already with Year 10 & Year 12 in a very limited way, schools are being asked to 
consider the use of large “bubbles”, to be kept separate from each other, as we bring all students 
back to full-time provision on site. We will now need to take a few days to digest the guidance, 
before we confirm and communicate our plans for reopening to all students.  
 

Consultation on 2021 Exams 
Ofqual has launched a consultation on its proposals for public exams in 2021: this will be of 
particular interest to parents of students currently in Year 10 & Year 12. As part of this, it is 
proposed that some courses could be adapted, some exams may have more optional questions 
and the scheduling and length of exams might be changed. Despite the Home Learning that 
students have engaged in so positively, there will have been an inevitable level of disruption to 
students’ learning and preparation for their exams next year. Of course, we shall do all that we can 
to remedy this, but I would encourage parents to read the proposals and respond to them if you 
wish to. The consultation ends on 16th July 2020. 
 

Key Stage 3 Tutor Group Google Meets 
Years 7-9 Tutors are looking forward to their first Google Meet “catch-up” session with their Tutor 
Groups next week. Students and parents should have received details; please ask your Tutor if 
you are unsure. Please also remember to have read the guidance and completed the Google form 
as consent. 
 

Secondary School Reach Out Day 
Today, Year 6 students joining us in September were due to spend the day at the Collegiate as 
part of their Year 7 Induction. Instead, they are in their primary schools, hopefully engaged with the 
fantastic resources that we have shared to help them get to know us better. In particular, students 
may be keen to explore the Year 7 Transition Site which includes lots of valuable information, 
messages from teachers and students and a virtual tour of the site. 
 

Student Leaders 
I am delighted to announce the appointments of the new team of College Head Boys & Head Girls 
for the academic year 2020/21. 
 

 Head Boy Head Girl 

College VI (Collegiate) Michael Piscina Yara Forristal 

Manuel Papilson (Deputy) 
Ryan Bakhtiari (Deputy) 

Aimee Shardlow (Deputy) 
Lucy Casey (Deputy) 

Aquila College Bobby Adcock Eloise Adams 

Orion College Oscar Sigee Madeleine Browne 

Pegasus College Kyle Thomas Shaznae Skerritt-Herry 

Phoenix College Ben Lenaghan Saskia Kavanagh 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/schools-and-colleges-to-reopen-in-full-in-september
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-launches-consultation-on-2021-exams-and-assessments
https://sites.google.com/riddlesdown.org/year-7-transition-2020-21/choose-your-college


 
Together with the CPA Head Ambassadors to be appointed next week, our new Student Leaders 
will form the Collegiate Council who will work to ensure that student voice plays an active part in 
school improvement. We look forward to the positive contribution they will make to our community. 
I would like, also, to thank this year’s Student Leaders for their commitment and effort – over the 
year, they have grown in confidence and leadership effectiveness and have been great role 
models. 
 
Uniform 
A couple of weeks ago, I mentioned that we have a stock of previously owned blazers – many 
parents have been in touch and we have been able to match their requirements for only a nominal 
charge. We have a few other items of previously owned uniform too. If you would like to make an 
enquiry, please email admin@riddlesdown.org specifying what you are looking for. In addition, if 
you would like to donate any items of uniform which you no longer require but are in good 
condition, we would be pleased to receive them. Again, please do let us know. 
 
Virtual Sports Week 
Following the great participation last week, this was extended into this week and we have now 
seen almost 2000 entries! Congratulations to everyone who has won points for their College and 
shared their attempts at the challenges – especially Challenge 8, the creative challenge. In 
particular, thank you to Mr Langan, Director of Sport, for his enthusiasm and encouragement. 
 
Are you looking for work? 
We are always keen to hear from people who might be interested in working with us and, currently, 
we could be looking to make appointments to a range of non-teaching posts in preparation for the 
new academic year. If you think that your skills and qualities might make you a valuable asset to 
our team – perhaps in Administration, Education Support or Facilities – please get in touch at 
admin@riddlesdown.org. 
 
And finally… 
As you may have seen on Twitter, we recently submitted our World Class Schools Quality Mark 
(WCSQM) reaccreditation and we await confirmation of our award. Riddlesdown Collegiate first 
achieved the WCSQM in December 2017, placing us firmly as one of the country’s top schools. I 
would like to thank the team of College VI students, led by our new Head Boy, Michael Piscina, for 
their efforts in preparing our resubmission, especially during lockdown. No matter how great the 
challenge, students at the Collegiate are always prepared to aim high and excel in their efforts – 
that is what makes them #worldclass and that is why we eagerly await confirmation of the 
reaccreditation outcome. I hope to share news of our success soon. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 
Principal 
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