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14th August 2020 
 
 
Dear Students 
 
A Level & BTEC Results 2020 
 
I know that many of you received wonderful news on results day, but also that some of you were left disappointed 
and confused by the way in which the national system had awarded you a lower grade than had been proposed at 
school level for the Centre Assessed Grade. I know also that it will be little consolation to those of you who are 
disappointed that across our two sixth forms, Quest6 at Quest & College VI at Riddlesdown, results overall matched 
last year’s performance and were clearly good and often outstanding. I thought it would be useful to outline how we 
are responding to this position. 
 

1. The good news from results is that most students achieved the grades needed for first choice universities and 
level 4 apprenticeships. It was also pleasing to see that in many cases where a student marginally missed the 
required grades, universities were often stepping in quickly to confirm places. Several of you were also able 
to gain places through clearing, and we know that most of our students across both sixth forms have now 
confirmed their next steps. However, we know that for some of you the final grades have prevented you 
taking up an appropriate place next year and we are committed to continuing to support you in working 
through options; please keep in touch with sixth form staff in your school and arrange to come in further to 
discuss your situation if necessary. 

2. We now know that there will be an opportunity to appeal a result using a “valid mock” grade as evidence. 
The details of this appeal process have not been finalised – we expect this at the beginning of next week – 
and we shall contact those students directly for whom we think this may be an option. 

3. It seems that the system used nationally has capped performance in a sixth form at the average level from 
the previous few years, which therefore has not taken into account the fact that this year’s group of students 
may be more able than a previous group and have the ability to achieve higher grades. We are looking into 
how we might present this argument in an appeal. 

4. I am writing to the Department for Education and the MPs for the areas where our schools are located, to 
raise concerns about the unfairness of the system for individual students. I would urge that you and your 
parents do the same. 

 
We do not know what the outcome of this will be, and our key task across the Trust in the coming weeks continues 
to be to support our students. If you are unsure how to access that support, please contact me directly. Each of our 
schools will keep you updated on further developments. 
 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Mr Gordon Smith 
Chief Executive 
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