
 
 

 

17th August 2020  

  

 Dear Year 11 Student  

  

GCSE Results Day & College VI Enrolment – Thursday 20th August 2020 

 

I hope that you have been enjoying the summer holiday and that you and your family remain well. 

As we prepare for GCSE Results & College VI Enrolment this week, I wanted to write to you with 

some key messages. 

 

Firstly, some good news. I suspect that you have been following the results fiasco in the news over 

the last couple of weeks – first there was the U-turn in Scotland that led to students being awarded 

the grades that had originally been submitted by their schools or colleges, then there was the upset 

caused by the significant downgrading of A Levels in England last week. Over the weekend, 

frustration grew as Ofqual finally published details of an appeals process, only to remove it a few 

hours later! This morning, Northern Ireland confirmed that students would be awarded Centre 

Assessment Grades for their GCSEs this week; Wales confirmed the same for GCSEs and A Levels 

this afternoon and FINALLY, at 4pm, it was announced that the same would happen in England as 

well. So this means that, on Thursday, you will be awarded your Centre Assessment Grades 

(the grades that the Collegiate submitted to the exam boards) as your actual GCSE grades 

and you will be able to use them to support your progression to post-16. I realise that this has been 

an anxious time for you but hopefully, this decision will make the next few days a little easier and, 

most importantly, will help you to secure your next steps. 

 

Secondly, some practical details about GCSE Results Day itself. We are looking forward to seeing 

you on Thursday at the correct time: 9.00am Aquila, 9.30am Orion, 10.00am Pegasus, 10.30am 

Phoenix. It is important that you come at the right time so that we can manage the process safely. 

Please be mindful that we have needed to make some changes at school since you were last on 

site to help to keep everyone safe. Most importantly, please do not come to the Collegiate if you 

or someone in your household has the symptoms of coronavirus or if you are in quarantine 

following a holiday abroad. Assuming you are well and not in quarantine, when you arrive, please 

enter via the College VI entrance and wash your hands (wash basins have been installed by the 

cash point). Then go to the College VI Common Room where you can collect your results. If it 

becomes too busy at any point, you may be asked to wait in the playground before entering the 

building. After you have collected your results, take the link walkway to the College VI classrooms 

(where College VI Enrolment will be taking place) and then come down the staircase to exit the 

building. When leaving the site, please walk across the playgrounds, re-entering the building by A08 

and leaving via Reception. Face coverings are not essential on site but you may wear one if you 

wish. At all times, please maintain distance from others – I know this might feel particularly unnatural 

as you celebrate together, but please try! Please also avoid congregating outside of school, either 

before you arrive or after you leave. If your parent or someone else is accompanying you, please 

ask them to wait off site. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thirdly, remember that this Thursday is not only GCSE Results Day but also College VI Enrolment. 

• If you have received a conditional offer for College VI and your GCSE grades have met the 

admissions criteria, you will receive a letter with your results congratulating you on achieving the 

necessary grades for enrolment. If you change your mind about one of your courses, you can 

still enrol but you will need to speak to a member of the College VI team to confirm the change. 

• If you did not apply to College VI or were not made a conditional offer but find yourself with good 

grades (perhaps better than you were expecting), it is not too late – speak to the College VI team 

and they will do their best to make you an offer. 

• If after receiving your results you are still unsure as to what your best next steps for post-16 

studies should be, please speak to your College Head or another senior member of staff who 

will be pleased to advise you and will want to make sure that you have made a good decision. 

 

Despite the disappointment of some downgraded A Level results last week, the vast majority of our 

Year 13 students will be going to the universities of their choice, including two students to Oxbridge, 

and we are delighted that the experiences and achievements they have enjoyed at the Collegiate 

will provide such excellent preparation for further success in the future. Students in College VI still 

produced results that matched our best ever – and that was before the decision to award Centre 

Assessment Grades. I am delighted that students will now be awarded grades that more fairly reflect 

their ability, effort and hard work and these more accurate results will surpass last year’s previous 

record.  

 

If you are unable to attend on the day or have any other queries relating to College VI Enrolment, 

please contact Mr Weeks, Deputy Head of College VI at jay.weeks@riddlesdown.org.  

  

Finally, please remember to bring back any remaining textbooks or library books that you may still 

have at home. I look forward to seeing you on Thursday. We are ready to celebrate with you, support 

you and be with you at this exciting time. 

 

  

Yours sincerely 

  

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 
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