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5th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
School Closure during National Lockdown 
 
Further to my letter sent on 31st December 2020 regarding updated plans for the start of term, you 
will be aware of the Prime Minister’s announcement last night which confirmed that all schools in 
England would close until at least February half term for all students (except for those who are 
vulnerable and those who have a key worker parent) as part of another national lockdown. Whilst 
we were prepared for Remote Learning in the short-term, we are now going to need to make 
further changes to our provision to reflect the long-term nature of school closure. 
 
Remote Learning 
Now that we know that remote learning will continue for at least six weeks, we will make some 
changes to our approach in order to: 

• respond to latest research on effective remote learning; 

• provide more flexibility for teachers, students and their families; 

• facilitate sharing of devices amongst family members. 
 
From w/c 11th January 2021, we shall move to a hybrid model where some lessons are delivered 
as live lessons via Google Meet and all remaining lessons have work set for students in Google 
Classroom (by 8.30am on the day). Research over recent months clearly states that this appears 
to be the most effective method for delivery of remote learning over time. Over the next few days, 
we shall work to update timetables, indicating which lessons will be delivered as live lessons and 
which lessons will have work set. Updated timetables will be accessible in Parent Portal and will be 
emailed directly to students and parents, as well, by the end of this week.  
 
Timings of the Day 
As the vast majority of students and staff will not be working on site, there is no need to operate 
the staggered timings that we have associated with the “bubbles” so far this academic year. 
Therefore, during this period of remote learning, we shall adopt the following timings of the day for 
live lessons for all students in all Year Groups: 
 

9.15am – 9.30am  Tutor Period (Monday & Thursday) 
9.30am – 10.10am  Period 2 
10.40am – 11.20am  Period 3 
11.30am – 12.10pm  Period 4 
12.50pm – 1.30pm  Period 5 
1.40pm – 2.20pm  Period 6  

 
Please note that not all lessons will be live and so students should complete other set work (for 
non-live lessons) independently at other times. Live lessons will continue to be 30-40 minutes long 
and will only take place between 9.15am – 2.20pm. There will be no live lessons during Period 1 or 
Period 7. 
 
Provision for Vulnerable Students & Children of Key Workers 
This will continue, as planned, but will now follow the same timings outlined above. Students 
should arrive at school between 9.00am – 9.15am and wash their hands on arrival at the Student 



Entrance. School uniform will not be required, but students must remember to bring and wear a 
face mask in indoor communal areas, as usual. Students will remain in their separate “bubbles” for 
now, but if numbers allow, we shall review this and consider joining “bubbles” as students will not 
be returning to their regular teaching groups on site in the near future. They will be assigned to a 
computer and will participate in live lessons and complete other work independently in the same 
way as students at home. If you have any queries about this provision, please contact 
fiona.langan@riddlesdown.org.  
 
Asymptomatic Testing 
Thank you for the very quick responses to Mr Smith’s letter yesterday, inviting registration and 
consent for asymptomatic testing. Whilst this now becomes less relevant for the majority, please 
still respond to the invitation if you have not already, as this may still be an important part of 
students’ return to school at some point in the future. For now, we shall continue to plan for 
asymptomatic testing of staff and students who will be continuing to work on site regularly. I expect 
this testing to begin next week. 
 
Tutor Phone Calls 
During the first lockdown, I know how much students and parents appreciated the regular phone 
calls made by Tutors. As our direct contact with students will be greater during this lockdown 
through live lessons and two Tutor Periods each week, there is a reduced need for these phone 
calls. Tutors will still make contact in this way to check on wellbeing and provide any necessary 
support, but they will not call as frequently as before. 
 
Parents’ Evenings, Reports & Other Events 
These events may need rescheduling. We will review the calendar and advise of any changes 
shortly. 
 
Public Examinations 
With regards to public exams, the Prime Minister said, “it is not possible or fair for all exams to go 
ahead this summer as normal. The Education Secretary will work with Ofqual to put in place 
alternative arrangements”. Whilst I recognise that this message may have caused anxiety and 
relief simultaneously, it is important to note that the Prime Minister has not stated that all public 
exams will be cancelled. We await further information. In the meantime, students who were 
expecting to take public exams this summer must remain focussed on their studies in anticipation 
of how their work might be assessed and in order to prepare most effectively for their next steps, 
irrespective of examinations. 
 
With regards to public exams due to take place next week, the Year 13 BTEC Sport exams will 
take place as scheduled; however, we are awaiting information about the CAMNAT i-Media exam 
which all Year 10 students and some Year 11 students are expecting to take next Monday. We 
shall confirm as soon as possible. 
 
I shall write again with further updates, as and when we have new information. In the meantime, 
please do not hesitate to contact us if you need to and I hope that all of our students, staff and 
their families will remain healthy, physically and emotionally, as we enter the next stage of the 
pandemic. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 
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