
  
 

3rd September 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Start of Term – Welcome Back! 

 

I hope that everyone has enjoyed a brilliant summer break and that students are now feeling ready to 

return to the excitement of a new academic year. We are looking forward to welcoming everyone back 

next week and to resuming many aspects of school life that we have missed in their normal form for some 

time, including assemblies, extra-curricular activities and performances. We shall continue to take steps to 

promote good health and operational effectiveness, including washing hands on arrival and using multiple 

entrances/exits, but we shall be pleased to return all students to their Colleges (no more “bubbles”) and 

operate without staggered timings. 

 

Operational Changes 

The arrangements and operational changes for the start of term were outlined in my letter at the end of 

last term which is linked here for your convenience. The only change to these arrangements is that 

regrettably, for a few weeks, boys will need to continue to attend school in PE kit on days when they have 

PE lessons. This is due to a delay in the building works which mean that the boys’ changing room remains 

temporarily inaccessible. We will keep this arrangement under review. Girls’ changing rooms are 

unaffected and so all girls should come to school in regular uniform each day and change into PE kit for 

PE lessons. 

 

Attendance, Contact Tracing & Self-Isolation 

It is the expectation that all students will attend school on time and every day (warning bell sounds at 

8.25am and students must be in their Tutor Rooms by 8.30am), unless there is a very good reason not to 

attend (usually, this means significant illness or COVID-19 symptoms). We are proud that the vast majority 

of students at the Collegiate maintain good attendance above 95% demonstrating their commitment to and 

enjoyment of the learning experiences they have with us. If your child is unable to attend, please let us 

know as soon as possible by telephone or email attendance@riddlesdown.org. If your child is absent or 

late without notification, we will contact you as soon as possible to let you know. 

 

Since 16th August 2021, unvaccinated young people up to the age of 18 years and 6 months and fully 

vaccinated adults, have no longer been required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as 

someone with COVID-19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19. Those identified as a close 

contact are now informed by NHS Test and Trace that they have been in close contact with a positive case 

and advised to take a PCR test. There is no requirement to self-isolate while awaiting PCR test results and 

so students can attend school as usual.  

 

Roadworks on Mitchley Avenue 

Delays to flooding alleviation works on Mitchley Avenue mean that currently there is a lane closed at the 

junction of Buttermere Gardens. There are 2-way traffic lights in place and the nearest two bus stops are 

out of use. These measures are expected to remain until at least 14th September 2021 and are likely to 

cause congestion in both directions along Mitchley Avenue, especially during peak times. Students are 

strongly encouraged to walk or cycle to school, wherever possible. If parents are dropping off or picking up 

by car, please do so at some distance from the school and ask your child to walk the remainder of the 

journey – I would suggest the bottom of Mitchley Hill (with students then walking up the White Path) or 

Kenley Station (with students then walking up the Common), depending on which direction you are 

approaching from. If it is absolutely necessary to drive along the residential roads closer to school, please 

be considerate to our neighbours and avoid blocking driveways or causing unnecessary additional 

congestion. 

 

https://riddlesdown.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Principal%E2%80%99s-Update-Summer-Term-13-2021.pdf
mailto:attendance@riddlesdown.org


  
Using Public Transport 

Students should be reminded that face masks are still required on public transport. As usual, senior staff 

will be present in the vicinity at the end of each school day to support students’ safety as they wait for and 

board buses. Students represent the Collegiate at all times and especially when in school uniform – 

everyone is expected to demonstrate courtesy, consideration and impeccable manners at all times. 

 

GCSE, A Level & BTEC Results 2021 

This year, in unusual circumstances again, we have not published information on overall GCSE, A Level or 

BTEC results because to celebrate a set of grades which were the Teacher Assessment Grades that we 

provided would appear odd. However, we have celebrated individual successes and we are very proud of 

all students’ achievements. I would like to congratulate all students again and thank staff and parents for 

their contributions towards this success. In particular, I am delighted that the fantastic results that Year 11 

have achieved have enabled a record number to enrol in College VI where they can look forward to two 

further years of continued success. 

 

New Staff & Promotions 

We welcome the following new members of staff to the Collegiate this year. 

 

• Ms S Taufiq   Teacher of Science / 7ST    Aquila College 

• Miss E J Fletcher   Teacher of RE / 7EJF     Aquila College 

• Miss J A Franklin   Teacher of Geography / 9JAF   Aquila College 

• Mrs N J Clark   Teacher of Year 7 Excellence Curriculum / 9NJC Aquila College 

• Miss N V Nisbeth   KS4 Senior Tutor / Teacher of Business  Aquila College 

• Mrs C Gerrard   Learning Support Assistant     Aquila College 

• Mr A R Bishop   Director of Science / 10ARB    Orion College 

• Miss C Kennedy   Learning Support Assistant    Orion College 

• Mr J R Sach   Teacher of Science / 7JRS    Pegasus College 

• Mr N J Walker   Teacher of English / 7NJW    Pegasus College 

• Mrs J Smith   Learning Support Assistant    Pegasus College 

• Miss J R Mayne   Teacher of RE / 7JRM    Phoenix College 

• Miss R A Cunniah   Teacher of MFL / 10RAC    Phoenix College 

• Miss T C Ball   Teacher of Drama & Music / 7TCB   CPA College 

• Miss S I Hartley   Teacher of Drama & Dance / 7SIH   CPA College 

• Mr F Trainer   Teacher of Music / 12FT    CPA College 

• Miss R E Jacques-Parr  Teacher of Art / 12REJ    CPA College 

• Miss G Kemp-Wilson  Technical Support Assistant (Food)   CPA College 

• Mr S Kibblewhite   Technical Support Assistant (DT)   CPA College 

• Mr J L Fullbrook   Curriculum Leader, Physics / 12JLF   College VI 

• Miss G Kindred   Learning Support Assistant     College VI 

• Mrs C Hanson   Administrator 

• Mrs L Threader   Administrator 

• Dr H Gill    Senior Science Technician 

• Mr R Golding   Facilities Assistant 

 



  
We also congratulate the following colleagues who have been appointed to promoted posts: 

 

• Miss R Madon has been promoted to the post of Assistant Principal, Professional Learning 

• Miss A M Creed has been promoted to the post of Deputy Head of Phoenix College 

• Mr G B Towers has been promoted to the post of Director of Learning, College VI 

• Miss S R Castro da Luz has been promoted to the post of Assistant Director of Science 

• Miss S L Parry has been promoted to the post of Curriculum Leader, Science 

• Miss R C Swain has got married, changed her name to Mrs R C Stark and has been promoted to the 

post of Curriculum Leader, Mathematics 

• Mr O C Crane has been promoted to the post of Curriculum Leader, Geography 

• Mr D A Bellamy has been promoted to the post of KS3 Senior Tutor, Phoenix College 

• Mrs S C Chapman has been promoted to the post of Teaching & Learning Coach 

• Mrs S W Sparks has been promoted to the post of Team Leader, Information Management Team 

 

Also, congratulations to Miss Mackenzie (PE) who has got married and returns as Mrs Phillips. 

 

Improvements to our Facilities 

Over the summer, we have made further improvements to the site. Although poor weather at the start of 

the summer and supply difficulties caused some delay, good progress is now being made on the College 

VI extension which will include an IT suite, an additional classroom and a brand new Fitness Suite. It will 

connect College VI and Phoenix College via a bridge from the College VI Common Room. New toilets and 

a new classroom have been established in Orion College. A new Learning Support space and offices have 

been established in Phoenix College. The roof above the Food & Nutrition classroom has been repaired 

and the classroom is now back in use. And every classroom has now been equipped with a digital screen 

for projection. I would like to thank the Facilities & IT teams for their efforts to ensure that staff and 

students will return to a fantastic learning environment. 

 

Communication & Visiting the Site 

Full details of all staff in each of the Colleges can be found on our website, www.riddlesdown.org. Our 

online portal for parents to access information on their children (including reports and attendance) will 

soon be changing to Talaxy. New log in details will be published in the next couple of weeks and the 

current Parent Portal will remain accessible until the transition is complete. Meanwhile, the Student 

Planner remains our most basic tool for communication and parents are asked to check and sign this 

every week. Students should note homework assignments there, although all tasks will also be uploaded 

to Google Classroom. Parents may also wish to follow us on Twitter @RiddlesdownC. 

 

After a year without visitors or on-site events, we are looking forward to welcoming parents again in person 

in the coming year. Our experience, however, has shown us that online events can work equally well and 

are preferable in some cases. Therefore, on our calendar of events, we have indicated which events we 

expect to deliver remotely and which we expect to hold on site. As before, parents and other visitors are 

asked not to come to the site without an appointment. Please continue to communicate with us by 

telephone or email, as far as possible where necessary. We appreciate your understanding and support. 

 

Making a Flying Start! 

On the first day of term, Tutors will take the opportunity to review The Riddlesdown Commitment with all 

students. It is important that we recognise that our students’ success and the success of the Collegiate 

stem from the very high expectations we hold of ourselves and of each other. In particular, I remain 

grateful for parents’ support with the following issues: 

 

Uniform – Details are on our website and in the Student Planner. We understand that delivery delays to 

Hewitts have meant that some students have been unable to obtain items before the start of term. We are 

informed that all outstanding items should be received within a week and Hewitts are contacting parents to 

arrange delivery or collection. We have been made aware of which students have been affected by this 

and they can be reassured of our understanding. Whilst the vast majority of students have the correct 

uniform and wear it smartly whilst at the Collegiate, it is important that all students do the same on their 

http://www.riddlesdown.org/
https://riddlesdown.org/parent-portal/
https://riddlesdown.org/the-riddlesdown-commitment/
https://riddlesdown.org/uniform/


  
journeys to and from the Collegiate also. The appearance and conduct of our students send strong 

messages to the local community and so students should be mindful of their reputation and always seek to 

enhance this. In particular, trainers and hoodies are not allowed. If a student arrives at school with 

incorrect/incomplete uniform, we will try to assist by lending items, but this may not always be possible. 

Please also note our rules on jewellery and visible body/facial piercings – one single pair of small studs 

worn in the lower ear is allowed and nothing else. In addition, the College VI Dress Code applies to all 

students in College VI who must also wear their ID card once it has been issued and use it to “tap in” and 

“tap out” each day. 

 

Mobile Phones & Valuables – We understand that parents may wish their son/daughter to bring a mobile 

phone to school so that they can be easily contacted after school hours. However, our rule is that when 

students are on site, mobile phones must be switched off and remain out of sight throughout the school 

day. Any mobile phones seen or heard will be confiscated for 5 school days, after which time students can 

collect from Student Services after school. No other valuable items should be brought to the Collegiate 

and any items that students do bring remain their responsibility. The Collegiate does not take responsibility 

for any such items that are lost or damaged. Should a parent wish to get an urgent message to their child 

during the school day, please telephone the Collegiate and we will pass the message on. Similarly, if 

students are needing to contact parents urgently during the day, they should ask at Student Services 

where they will be assisted. 

 

“Riddlesdown Ready” – This is the phrase we use to mean that students are ready for lessons and ready 

to learn – they have the correct equipment (pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, calculator, protractor, pair of 

compasses, colouring pencils, glue stick all carried in a pencil case), the necessary books (including 

Student Planner) and a positive attitude towards learning. Tutors check that all students are “Riddlesdown 

Ready” every morning; they may lend equipment if necessary, or send a student to purchase an item from 

the Stationery Shop, but clearly it is preferable for students to arrive at the Collegiate fully prepared. 

 

Parents’ support with all of these matters is greatly appreciated. It is a maintained focus on these everyday 

standards that allows our students to engage fully with their learning and make the best academic 

progress. If your son/daughter intends on purchasing refreshments at the Collegiate, please also ensure 

that their Parent Pay account is in credit; please email ParentPay@riddlesdown.org should you require 

assistance. 

 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions, concerns or suggestions – 

we value the strength of our Home-School Partnership and thank you for your support in helping your 

son/daughter to follow The Riddlesdown Commitment and work to fulfil their potential. 

 

I am looking forward to further restoring our exceptional normality and to another successful year ahead. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 
A:   Honister Heights   Purley   Surrey   CR8 1EX 
T:   020 8668 5136 
F:   020 8660 9025 
E:   admin@riddlesdown.org 
W:  www.riddlesdown.org 

 

Principal:  Mr S Dey BSc (Hons), NPQH 
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limited by guarantee & registered in England and Wales No. 8058921 
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