
 
 
17th September 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update – Autumn Term 1 
 
Now at the end of our first full week of regular lessons, I have been delighted to see students’ 
engagement in and out of lessons. I have seen many examples of excellent effort, superb 
attitudes, exemplary manners and a real desire to take advantage of new learning opportunities 
and experiences. I was especially pleased to welcome our highest achievers from last year’s 
Year 13 and Year 11, together with their parents, to our annual Celebration Evening which we 
were able to host in person this year. The event was not only a celebration of their academic 
success but also a recognition of their wider achievements and an appreciation of the very 
capable young adults they have become. 
 
Welcome to Year 7 Evening 
Thank you to parents of Year 7 students who attended the Welcome to Year 7 Evening this week. 
This was our first public event with visitors since March 2020 and we were delighted to welcome 
so many new parents. I hope that the information presented was useful – if you were unable to 
attend, the presentation is now available here. 
 
Welcome to GCSE Evening 
We are looking forward to welcoming parents of Year 10 students to the Welcome to GCSE 
Evening next Wednesday, 22nd September 2021 at 6.00pm in the Main Hall. This event will 
provide an opportunity for parents to better understand the curriculum and expectations at Key 
Stage 4. Parking will be available on site. As with our public events this week, visitors should use 
hand sanitiser on arrival and wear a face mask in the Main Hall. Thank you for your 
understanding.   
 
School Meals 
For students wishing to purchase refreshments from The Diner or The Cube, parents are 
reminded to ensure that their Parent Pay account is in credit – please email 
ParentPay@riddlesdown.org should you require assistance. The Collegiate uses an on-line 
checking service to process applications for free school meals. If your child is eligible for free 
school meals, you should apply online here to confirm your eligibility. If you are making more than 
one application, you will need to complete a separate form for each child, but the system does 
remember your details which should help speed up the process. 
 
Lateral Flow Tests 
Over the first few days of term, we administered 3000+ lateral flow tests and almost all students 
were able to continue to attend following a negative result. Students are encouraged to maintain 
the habit of regular testing at home. We are awaiting a delivery of test kits and will distribute to 
those who have requested them as soon as they arrive. 
 
COVID Vaccination Programme for 12-15 year olds 
Parents will have seen the government announcement earlier this week which confirmed that 
children aged 12 to 15 years old will now be offered a first dose of vaccine as part of a school-
based COVID-19 vaccination programme. The School Age Immunisation Service (SAIS) will be 
the primary provider of the vaccination programme and will be legally responsible for the delivery 
of the vaccine. The role of schools will be to support with communication and provide a space for 
the vaccinations to take place. All enquiries, consents and concerns will be managed by SAIS. 
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At this stage, it has provisionally been arranged for eligible students at Riddlesdown Collegiate to 
be offered the vaccine at school on 27th or 28th September 2021. Eligible students will be those 
who are 12, 13, 14 or 15 on the day that the team visits the school – in practice, this will mean a 
very small number of students in Year 7, all students in Years 8-10 and most students in Year 11. 
By early next week, parents of eligible students can expect to receive a letter from SAIS which 
includes official information on the vaccine and an opportunity to provide consent. 
 
Open Events 
Next week, we shall be welcoming visitors to the Collegiate each morning as part of our Open 
Morning tours. Places are now fully booked, but if a prospective parent has not been able to 
secure a place, they can be advised to attend our annual Open Evening on Thursday 30th 
September 2021, 5.30 – 8.30pm. In order to allow sufficient time to prepare on that day, all 
students will be dismissed at the end of Period 6, 2.40pm. Many students will return to act as 
guides and support during the evening; they should return in full school uniform by 5.00pm and I 
would like to thank them in advance for the excellent job I know they will do. All students should 
then return to the Collegiate on Friday, registering with their Tutor at the normal time, 8.30am. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 
Principal 
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