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18th October 2021 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students  
 

Re: Changes to the Assessment and Grading of GCSEs, AS and A Levels in 2022  

 

The Department for Education (DfE) and Ofqual have published the outcome of a consultation on 

how adaptations to GCSE, AS and A level exams will be put in place for summer 2022. This 

document sets out the arrangements that have been put in place for summer 2022 to support 

students and make exams fairer for them. Below you can find a summary of the key decisions 

and the full document can be viewed here. 

 

Summary of decisions  

 

1. There will be optional topics and content in GCSE English Literature, History and 

Geography.  

2. Students taking GCSE, AS and A level Art & Design will be assessed on their portfolio 

only.  

3. Exam boards will provide advance information about the focus of the content of exams for 

all GCSE, AS and A level subjects (except GCSE English Literature, History and 

Geography where topics are optional). This should be available to schools in early 

February and will enable teachers to plan to adapt their teaching in the second half of the 

spring term if necessary.  

4. Students will be given a formulae sheet for GCSE Mathematics and an equation sheet in 

GCSE Physics for use in their examinations in summer 2022. Exam boards will provide 

copies of these sheets for use in teaching and to ensure that students are familiar with it 

prior to the exams. Clean copies of the equation sheet will also be provided in the exams.  

 

Grading of examination work in 2022  

 

Ofqual have determined that 2022 will be a ‘transition year’ for grading. Therefore, they will aim 

for grades in 2022 to reflect a midway point between 2019 and 2021. This means that results 

overall next year will be higher than in 2019 but not as high as in 2020. Exam boards will use data 

as a starting point to align their standards in a subject, with grade boundaries for each 

specification being set once senior examiners have reviewed the work produced by students.  

 

The adjustments to examination content, assessment and grading, along with the changes to 

non-exam assessment and fieldwork are designed to mitigate the impact of the disruption that 

students have faced during the pandemic, without undermining the value of their qualifications 

and their ability to progress successfully to further study. We do, however, await guidance for our 

vocational learners but anticipate this to reflect the adjustments made to GCSEs and A Levels.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1021743/6834_Decisions_for_proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_in_2022.pdf


Results 2022  

It was also confirmed that the results days for summer 2022 will be as follows:  

 

• A level and level 3 BTEC: Thursday 18th August 2022  

• GCSE and level 2 BTEC: Thursday 25th August 2022  

 

The examination boards are now working to interpret this guidance and provide specific details 

and support to schools. We will, in the coming weeks and months, review and respond to the 

guidance when it is provided by examination boards to ensure that our students are in the best 

possible position as they head towards their final examinations in the summer. We remain 

committed to ensuring our Year 10, 11 and Year 13 students are well prepared and supported to 

achieve their very best in their GCSE, A Level and BTEC courses. We thank you as parents and 

carers for your ongoing support and thank our students for their resilience and hard work now and 

throughout the academic year.  

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Daniel Osborne 
Deputy Principal 
 
 


