
 
 
8th October 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update – Autumn Term 3 
 
At last week’s Open Evening, we were delighted to welcome 1500+ visitors to the Collegiate - despite the 
rain and the fuel crisis! As always, our students were fantastic ambassadors and I have already thanked 
them for the significant contribution they made towards the success of the event. We have one Open 
Morning tour remaining next week (booked appointments only). Thank you to everyone who has visited us 
and best of luck for the application process. 
 
College VI Open Evening 
Thank you to parents of Year 11 students who attended the Post-16 Transition Evening this week. We 
look forward to welcoming all Year 11 students and their parents to College VI Open Evening next 
Thursday, 14th October 2021, 6-8pm. This will be a great opportunity to speak to College VI students and 
teachers and to find out more about particular courses. Students have already been issued with a copy of 
the College VI Handbook which is also available on our website. Parents and students may like to watch 
our promotional video which helps to demonstrate why College VI is the place to be for Sixth Form 
success. 
 
Year 13 Parents Evening 
Thank you to parents who attended the virtual Year 13 Parents Evening this week. I hope that discussions 
with subject teachers were constructive.  
 
World Mental Health Day 
To raise awareness of World Mental Health Day, College VI students proudly wore items of yellow today. 
Good mental health will always be a priority for us and our renewed partnerships with Place2Be and The 
Listening Ear counselling services will provide further support to students and staff. Together with an 
engaging programme of opportunities to sing, dance and play, our students are encouraged to build their 
“mental wealth”, which goes beyond being mentally healthy. 
 
Lateral Flow Tests 
Students for whom we have received consent for lateral flow tests have been issued with more this week – 
please continue to test twice weekly with follow-up PCR tests, if necessary. Whilst the change in contact 
tracing procedures this term means that fewer students are being required to be absent from school, we 
are still seeing positive cases each week and so regular testing remains important. Can I also please 
remind parents to inform us at attendance@riddlesdown.org if your child has tested positive? 
 
And finally… 
I am sure that parents and students will want to join me in congratulating Mr Harriott, Headteacher of Orion 
College, who has now completed his Doctor of Education (EdD) degree from the University of Cambridge. 
His research was in the field of metacognition and we are now proudly calling him by his new title, Dr 
Harriott! 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 
Principal 
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