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3rd December 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Principal’s Update – Autumn Term 6 
 

Following the revised government guidance last weekend and my letter sent at the start of this 

week, I am grateful for the efforts that students and staff are making to reduce the risk of 

transmission in school. Whilst we were able to provide face masks to students who did not have 

one on Monday, our supply will soon be depleted. All students (unless exempt) should 

remember to bring and wear their own face mask in indoor communal areas every day 

(and ideally carry a spare). Face masks remain optional in classrooms and are not required 

outdoors. 
 

Whilst, since the start of term, we have been pleased to operate without “bubbles” and some of 

the more restrictive aspects of the system of controls, we have been reminded over the last 

couple of weeks how COVID still continues to impact our day-to-day work. Staff illness and 

absence, for example, have been higher and a number of activities and events are having to be 

reconsidered. We hope that the measures being taken will help us to reach the end of term 

smoothly. 
 

Year 11 Mock Exam Results 

Students in Year 11 have now received their Mock Exam Results and, over the coming days, will 

be receiving detailed feedback on their performance and next steps. They are being asked to 

capture this feedback in their Progress Plans which may be useful to have to hand at the 

forthcoming virtual Parents’ Evening on Wednesday, 8th December 2021. 
 

Riddlesdown Readers 

Last week, we saw the launch of our new Riddlesdown Readers programme in Years 7 & 9. 

Tutors and senior staff, including me, have enjoyed reading to students during PDT and have 

been pleased to see their positive engagement. The programme is designed to promote the 

importance of reading and to support students in their own reading and fluency. I look forward to 

seeing the progress that students make and, in time, to considering how the programme may be 

extended. 
 

Christmas Lunch 

The Diner will be pleased to serve Christmas Lunch on Thursday, 16th December 2021. We shall 

extend lunchtime so that everyone has time to enjoy. Please ensure that ParentPay accounts are 

topped up. 

 

On Site Testing 

Parents may have seen in the news that secondary schools are once again being asked to offer 

on site testing for COVID using lateral flow tests to identify asymptomatic cases at the start of the 

new term. At the Collegiate, these tests will be conducted on 4th & 5th January 2022. Parents will 

shortly receive a letter which invites fresh consent – previous consents will no longer be valid. 

Everyone is encouraged to participate. 



 

 

End of Term & Start of Term 

On the last day of term, Friday 17th December 2021, students will be allowed to wear non-uniform 

for a £1 donation to a charity chosen by their College. Students will have regular lessons in the 

morning and then a short period with their Tutor Groups before being dismissed at 12.30pm. The 

Collegiate will then be closed for the Christmas break. All students should return for the start of 

the Spring Term on Tuesday, 4th January 2022 at the later time of 10.30am. Students should 

report to their Tutor Rooms and will then begin lessons Period 3 (Week B). The delayed start will 

facilitate important staff training at the start of the new term. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 
Principal 


