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7th January 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
COVID-19 Update 
 
Happy New Year! I hope that all students and their families enjoyed a peaceful Christmas break 
and my best wishes for a happy, healthy and successful year ahead. 
 
Testing 
On students’ return this week, we conducted almost 1500 lateral flow tests on site, with only a 
very small number of positive results. Whilst this is good news, we know that a number of 
students (and staff) have remained absent this week due to self-isolation periods not yet coming 
to an end. We hope to see more return next week as they recover. Students have also collected 
further packs of test kits for regular use at home. You may have seen in the news that 
confirmatory PCR tests following a positive lateral flow test result are to be temporarily 
suspended from Tuesday 11th January. This will mean that anyone who receives a positive lateral 
flow test result will be required to self-isolate immediately and will not be required to take a 
confirmatory PCR test. In such cases, parents are asked to register the result via the NHS 
COVID-19 app and request a confirmation email of the positive result which should then be 
forwarded to attendance@riddlesdown.org. 
 
Vaccinations 
Young people aged 12 to 15 in England are now being offered a second dose of the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine at a minimum of 12 weeks from the first dose. Parents can book 
vaccinations for their child, if aged 12 or over, through the NHS booking system. Please see the 
guidance on COVID-19 vaccination: resources for schools and parents for further information and 
resources on the vaccination programme. 
 
Face Coverings 
We have maintained the measures that were in place before Christmas and, in addition, for at 
least a few weeks, face coverings are now being worn in classrooms. It is essential that all 
students (unless exempt) remember to bring a face covering (and a spare) every day – our 
supply is quickly depleting! Thank you for your support and understanding. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr S Dey 
Principal 
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