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23rd January 2025 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Fatal Accident 
 
It is with immense sadness that I am writing to inform you that Jaiden Shehata, a Year 7 Aquila 
student, was fatally hit by a train on his way to school this morning. The tragic accident occurred 
on a crossing near to Kenley station. It is believed that Jaiden was on his own and no other 
students are known to have been hurt in any way. 
 
We are working with the police and local services to support the family and would be grateful if 
the family’s privacy were to be respected at this extremely difficult time. 
 
Please share this sad news with your child(ren) this evening. Tomorrow, the Collegiate will be 
closed and students will not be required to attend, as normal. However, we wish to keep the 
Collegiate open from 8.30am – 12.00pm as a place where members of the community can drop 
in to come together, support each other and seek support from staff at the Collegiate and other 
professionals. Any student affected by today’s event is welcome to attend and parents/carers are 
also welcome to accompany their children. Uniform will not be required. If, after speaking with 
your child(ren), you feel that s/he may need particular support, please contact his/her Head of 
Key Stage. 
 
On Monday, we shall re-open the Collegiate as normal and will speak with all students directly 
through assemblies and Tutor time. In time, we will want to organise ways to commemorate 
Jaiden and we will involve students and staff in planning for this. At this time, please refrain from 
placing floral tributes either at the school or at the site of the accident. 
 
Whilst parents of Year 8 students have already been informed, I am grateful for your 
understanding with regards to the late cancellation of this evening’s Parents Evening.  
 
Parents may find the information leaflet attached and the Young Minds website useful when 
helping to support their children at this difficult time  
 
This tragedy will undoubtedly affect all of us. Please be assured that we will do our best to 
support everyone and move forward together as a community. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr D A Osborne 
Principal 
 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/grief-and-loss/#:~:text=Helping%20your%20child%20or%20young%20person%20to%20cope,or%20young%20person%20with%20a%20sudden%20death%20





