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Pre-course learning


Introduction:


A level Art allows you to develop an exciting and extensive range of creative and technical skills. You will also gain a strong understanding of historic and contemporary visual art practice, through supporting contextual studies. Unique to studying Art at A Level, you will create a personal and continually evolving body of practical work, guided and supported by your teachers. Individual exploration and development of your personal skills and creative directions is a special aspect of this subject.

A level Art prepares you to produce two major pieces of assessed work in Year 13. The first is a Personal Investigation, which allows you to devise and put together a portfolio of creative coursework including practical work, a 1000-3000 word illustrated essay and an imaginative final piece. 

The second component is called the Externally Set Assignment. On the 1st of February in Year 13, the exam board publishes the stimulus with possible starting points for you to work on. For the next three months you work extensively on exploring your chosen theme, producing preparatory work and then sit a Timed Exam, where you have a total of 15 hours under exam conditions to complete a personal and creative final piece.

A level Art at Riddlesdown introduces you to a wide range of media and processes. These will always include drawing, whatever specialism you choose, but can also include a range of other techniques and processes: painting, printmaking, collage, photography, digital work, mixed media, sculpture, film and performance. The area you spend most time on will depend on the direction and focus of your chosen specialism. 

Reading about Art & Design in books as well as on the web is an important part of contextual studies which underpins the development of your practical skills. Artist research and visits to relevant exhibitions and galleries are all part of reviewing, analysing, and developing your personal interpretations and directions in the creative work you do throughout the Art A level course.









Tasks:

Essay Title: What does Art mean to me? – Discuss (1000 - 1500 words)

Suggestive starting points:

· Why have you chosen to study it at A Level? What artists have inspired you so far and why? Is there always a place for Art in our society? What impact has Art had on the world and why - both historically and in modern day? What would the world be like if Art did not exist?
· The School of Life. Alan de Botton speaking at the Institute of Education on Art as Therapy.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFnNgTSkHPM

Reading:

· The Thames & Hudson Introduction to ART, by Debra J. Dewitte / Ralph M. Larmann / M. Kathryn Shields
· ART The Whole Story, Edited by Stephen Farthing


Practical Task:

Artists take creative journeys exploring materials, ideas and technologies. Unpredicted outcomes can emerge through purposeful play. Artists take risks and trust their intuition. They embrace ‘happy accidents’ and learn from ‘mistakes’.

Task 1: 

· Use whatever materials you have to hand around your home and create a playful installation in an area of your home. This could be a kitchen sink, a shed, a bedroom, on a staircase…etc.

· Record your outcome: Take photos/ draw your outcome/ write a response.

Task 2:

Respond to the theme of ‘Isolation’. Artists have responded to feelings evoked from isolation. Here a just a few: https://www.art2day.co.uk/isolation.html (password: imagine)

Outcome:

Keep a sketchbook/ journal to be presented in your first lesson. Include the following;

· A journey of exploration into the theme - this can take the form of photos/ sketches/ written annotations/ paintings…
· Artists who have inspired your journey- Use these websites to help:
https://www.art2day.co.uk/artist-search.html
https://www.theartstory.org/artists/
· A final piece - this is a result of your exploration of the theme through artists and your own responses. Use any material. 



Wider Reading: 

· Ways Of Seeing, by John Berger.

· How to write about Contemporary Art, by Gilda Williams

· Why Your Five Year Old Could Not Have Done That - Modern Art Explained, by Susie Hodge.

· Keeping An Eye Open, by Julian Barnes

· First You Write A Sentence, by Joe Moran 

· The Story of Art, by E.H.Gombrich

· Lipstick Traces, A Secret History of the Twentieth Century, by Greil Marcus

· https://www.artpedagogy.com/

· Tate website: https://www.tate.org.uk/art

· British Museum- Virtual Tour:https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/

· Learn something new everyday: https://artsandculture.google.com/

· A non-profit organisation, Art21’s mission is to inspire a more creative world through the works and words of contemporary artists: https://art21.org/about/



Viewing and Listening:

· Institute of Contemporary Art Audio Archive: https://archive.ica.art/audio

· Make-up : A Glamorous History BBC Two - Make-up: A Glamorous History

· In Our Time: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl

· The School of Life. Alain de Botton speaking at the Institute of Education on Art as Therapy.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFnNgTSkHPM

· Ways Of Seeing, by John Berger (one of four episodes on You Tube)   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pDE4VX_9Kk

· https://www.ted.com/topics/art

· https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-10-university-art-classes-free-online

· https://www.fastcompany.com/90478307/stuck-at-home-take-free-drawing-classes-from-famous-illustrators
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