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Subject: Photography (OCR)
Pre-course learning


Introduction:
In A level Photography, creative autonomy affords our students freedom of thought to explore their own concepts using a range of materials and processes. Teachers aim to nurture independent and individual artists who explore their reality by creating visual outcomes. Our students develop the confidence to curate their own work and they seek to opt into creative industry competitions and live briefs. Students’ rigorous application of everything learnt at Riddlesdown continues to lead to many students’ artwork being recognised on a national scale by industry professionals. Constructive peer critique shapes the feedback process in Photography and as a result, our students grow into articulate Artists who can self-evaluate and develop their work with ease. Post 16 alumni have progressed to study Foundation Art, Graphic Design, Drama & Theatre Arts, Architecture, Film Studies, Fine Art, Teaching, Illustration – the possibilities are endless.

A level Photography prepares you to produce two major pieces of assessed work in Year 13. The first is a Personal Investigation, which allows you to devise and put together a portfolio of creative coursework including practical work, a 1000-3000 word illustrated essay and an imaginative final piece. 

The second component is called the Externally Set Assignment. On the 1st of February in Year 13, the exam board publishes the stimulus with possible starting points for you to work on. For the next three months you work extensively on exploring your chosen theme, producing preparatory work and then sit a Timed Exam, where you have a total of 15 hours under exam conditions to complete a personal and creative final piece.

A level Photography at Riddlesdown introduces you to a wide range of media and processes. The area you spend most time on will depend on the direction and focus of your chosen specialism. Learners are required to choose from areas of study, such as: Portraiture, Landscape photography, Commercial photography, Still life photography, Documentary photography, Experimental imagery, Editorial photography, Photographic installation, The photographic process, Moving image and Animation.

The following are some of the techniques available to learners in Photography: traditional darkroom technology; printing and developing films; digital technology; the use of camera equipment and lenses; lighting and exposure techniques; moving image and animation; alternative art-based printing, alternative chemical print processes such as liquid emulsion, toning and types of paper. 

Reading about Art & Design in books as well as on the web is an important part of contextual studies which underpins the development of your practical skills. Artist research and visits to relevant exhibitions and galleries are all part of reviewing, analysing, and developing your personal interpretations and directions in the creative work you do throughout the Photography A level course.


Tasks:

Essay Title: What does Photography  mean to me? – Discuss (1000 - 1500 words)

Suggestive starting points:

· Why have you chosen to study it at A Level? What photographers, filmmakers and artists have inspired you so far and why? Is there always a place for Photography in our society? What impact has Photography had on the world and why - both historically and in modern day? What would the world be like if Photography did not exist? Refer to the wider reading, viewing and listening suggestions in your answer.

Practical Task:

Photographers take creative journeys when reflecting on events, experiencing events and anticipating events. Unpredicted outcomes can emerge through purposeful play. Photographers take risks and trust their intuition. They embrace ‘happy accidents’ and learn from ‘mistakes’.

Respond to the theme of ‘Events’. Artists have responded to feelings evoked from events. Here a just a few:

https://www.theartstory.org/artists/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/events1.html (password: imagine)


· Choose some areas of study and techniques from the ‘Introduction’ section of this pack. Use the wider reading, viewing and listening suggestions to help you complete in depth research into your chosen areas.

· Once satisfied that you have an in-depth understanding of your chosen areas of study and techniques, create a playful response to the theme ‘Events’. Record your outcomes by taking photos/ sketching and annotating with WWW/EBI as you explore. 

· Create a digital portfolio showing all your work in progress using PowerPoint or https://www.wix.com/ 

· A final piece - this is a result of your exploration of the theme through artists and your own responses. 
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Wider Reading: 

· Photobox: The Essential Collection 250 Images You Need to See Edited by Roberto Koch

· Photography Masterclass Creative Techniques of 100 Great Photographers Paul Lowe Foreword by Simon Norfolk

· Experimental Photography A Handbook of Techniques Marco Antonini et al

· Image Makers, Image Takers The Essential Guide to Photography by Those in the Know New & expanded edition Anne-Celine Jaeger

· Why It Does Not Have To Be In Focus Modern Photography Explained Jackie Higgins

· The Photograph as Contemporary Art Third edition Charlotte Cotton

· The Fashion Photography Course First Principles to Successful Shoot – the Essential Guide Eliot Siegel 

· Photography: The Whole Story Juliet Hacking

· Street Photography Now Sophie Howarth and Stephen McLaren

· Family Photography Now Sophie Howarth and Stephen McLaren

· The Street Photographer’s Manual David Gibson

· https://photoworks.org.uk/about-photoworks/

· https://www.artpedagogy.com/

· https://www.photopedagogy.com

· https://www.tate.org.uk/art

· https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/

· https://artsandculture.google.com/

· https://art21.org/about/

Viewing and Listening:

· DEVELOP at The Photographer’s Gallery https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/visit-and-do/develop

· LearnMyShot YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH1NeCaFUS7Kkw69eE9cENw

· Institute of Contemporary Art Audio Archive: https://archive.ica.art/audio

· In Our Time: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl

· Make-up : A Glamorous History BBC Two - Make-up: A Glamorous History

· The School of Life. Alain de Botton speaking at the Institute of Education on Art as Therapy.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFnNgTSkHPM

· Ways Of Seeing, by John Berger (one of four episodes on You Tube)   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pDE4VX_9Kk

· https://www.ted.com/talks?topics%5B%5D=photography

· https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-10-university-art-classes-free-online

· https://www.fastcompany.com/90478307/stuck-at-home-take-free-drawing-classes-from-famous-illustrators
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