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Spanish (AQA)
Pre-course learning


Introduction:

The A-level specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. It constitutes an integrated study with a focus on language, culture and society. It fosters a range of transferable skills including communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity, which are valuable to the individual and society. 
Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of themes relating to the culture and society of countries where Spanish is spoken, and their language skills. They will do this by using authentic spoken and written sources in Spanish.

Tasks:

To understand the culture and history of Spain you need to do a research and answer the following questions. You need to write a minimum of 150 words per question and include the article, book or blog you have used in your research. 

1. What happened during “el golpe de estado de 1936”? 
2. Who was Francisco Franco and his role in the Spanish civil war?
3. What was the role of women during the Spanish dictatorship?
4. What is “la transición” and why was it a key moment in the Spanish history?
5. Who were Santiago Carrillo and La Pasionaria and which role they played in “la transición”?
6. Who was Adolfo Suarez and what was his role?
7. Who was Antonio Tejero and what happened during “el golpe de estado del 23-F 1981”? 
8. Why did Franco decide to restore the Spanish monarchy? 


The knowledge and application of grammar is an integral part of A Level Spanish. Use this website https://studyspanish.com/grammar and complete units 1 to 5 on the website. 


Wider Reading: 

Keep your own vocabulary book for new expressions you come across – there is a sheet at the back of this booklet to start you off. You could order it alphabetically, by topic area based on what we are going to study or just use it as a diary and scribble away your Spanish development in it.


Newspapers and Magazines

Read a foreign language newspaper. El País has its own website http://elpais.com/ so that you can read the paper online. You do not have to read the paper cover to cover, just scan the headlines and pick out ONE article that grabs your attention.

This website gives you access to newspapers all over the world. Here is the link to a range of Spanish papers. http://www.mediatico.com/en/newspapers/europe/spain/national/

This website is a more light hearted newspaper which covers global stories as well as gossip.

http://www.20minutos.es/  Also try http://www.20minutos.tv/ . This is the TV Channel for this newspaper.

The website http://www.diariosur.es/ is from a newspaper in the south of Spain. In addition to articles, it contains a number of clips from news stories and links through to sports etc. It also has links through to specific parts of Spain, which may be useful when you start a project on a particular region of Spain for your A Level.


In Spain there is also a news website for young people: http://primerasnoticias.com/. It has sections on the Internet and Mobile Technology; Science and Wildlife; Education; Culture; Sport; Society and Health. A glance today contained articles about Facebook, video games and bullying to name but a few.

To catch up on the latest gossip and to see what the celebs are wearing, take a look at http://www.hola.com/. This is our equivalent of Hello! Magazine. Also look at http://www.elmundo.es/


Websites

Switch to Spanish browsers such as http://www.terra.es/ and http://es.yahoo.com/ or www.yahoo.es as well as www.google.es. This way, you will read Spanish every time you log on and it will become part of your everyday activity.

Look at the BBC website http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/tv/onlinenews.shtml for links to Spanish programmes available on line. And http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/ takes you through to news in Spanish.


Viewing and Listening:

Watch the latest news in Spanish http://www.rtve.es/, or even just the weather forecast http://www.rtve.es/eltiempo/. 
Take in some culinary delights with Spanish Master Chef http://www.rtve.es/television/masterchef/ or some football http://www.rtve.es/deportes/champions-league/ . Or watch some cartoons in Spanish with your baby brother or sister; you can both learn some Spanish http://www.rtve.es/infantil/. You will recognise some of the programmes – any guesses what Sam el bombero is http://www.rtve.es/infantil/videos-juegos/#/videos/sam-bombero/todos/ or La oveja Shaun http://www.rtve.es/infantil/videos-juegos/#/videos/oveja-shaun/todos/?
Watch Netflix if you have it.  It offers a variety of Spanish films, series and TV programmes.

Listen to the radio

The great thing about listening to the radio is that you can get on with something else at the same time (tidying your room???). Listen live using the Eschuchar Ahora or the En directo button. It sometimes takes a while to buffer so be patient. 
· Radio Nacional de España (RNE) (www.rtve.es)
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Radio 1(Radio Nacional) es la radio generalista de RNE. 
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