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Subject: Sociology (AQA)
Pre-course learning
 
Introduction:
Sociology provides valuable insights into our society and our place within it. This academic discipline involves the organised study of human social life, groups and societies. Sociologists seek to research and explain the processes which create, sustain, and occasionally fragment and destroy structures and institutions such as the education system, media, the family, and religion. You will also investigate the nature of culture and identity and the influences of social class, gender, ethnicity and age on your opportunities and choices. Below are a range of tasks to inspire curiosity and provide an insight into A Level Sociology.
Tasks:
Task 1: Transformation - Specification on a Page.
Paper 1 Education with Theories and Methods: AQA | Sociology | A-Level | A-level Sociology
Paper 2 Topics in Sociology (Modules - Families and Households and Beliefs in Society): AQA | Sociology | A-Level | A-level 
Paper 3 Crime and Deivnace with Theories and Methods: AQA | Sociology | A-Level | A-level Sociology
Using the AQA website, investigate what each module will include and on an A3 sheet create a collage of images and keywords (try and avoid lengthy phrases or explanations of the content). For example, you could use newspaper articles/headlines to link to some of the content covered in the Crime and Deviance module. These will be great additions to your files in September - I can’t wait to see them!
 
Task 2: Listen - Building Sociological Imagination.
Below is a list of podcasts that you can choose from. Listen to a few episodes (try to stick to a similar theme – e.g. family, crime, education, inequality, class, gender, ethnicity, beliefs, capitalism, globalisation, identity etc) and bullet point the key ‘golden nuggets’ that stood out for you – basically – what did you hear that captured your attention?

· Just Humans Podcast
· Thinking Allowed
· The Sociological Review
· Sage Sociology
· The Sociology Show Podcast
· No country for young women
· Yo, is this racist?

Task 3: Watch - Building Sociological Imagination.
Watch any of these movies/documentaries/series (found on several streaming sites, some can be found for free on BBC iPlayer). Select one that you found particularly interesting and write a critical review What is the piece about? How is the information delivered? How does it link to the study of Sociology? Are there other academic disciplines that it can link to? Are multiple viewpoints examined? What evidence is presented to support the views? What are the strengths and weaknesses of the piece? You should present your critical review in continuous prose using good English. Organise the information clearly and use specialist vocabulary where appropriate.
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Task 4: Developing Sociological Discourse.
 From completing these tasks, you would have come across several concepts/key words that apply to the academic discipline of Sociology. To support your development throughout the course, start your own Sociology dictionary. It would be advisable to divide your dictionary into modules (see task 1 for a reminder of the modules).

Further Reading:
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Simone de Beauvoir's
‘masterwork is a powerful
analysis of the Western
notion of *woman, " and a
groundbreaking
exploration of inequality
and otherness.

Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an
intellectual journey through the
world of "outliers"—the best and
the brightest, the most famous.
and the most successful. He asks
the question: what makes high-
achievers different?

Weber ralates the rise of a capitalist
‘economy to the Puritan determination
to work out anxiety over salvation or
damnation by performing good deeds —
an effort that ultimately discouraged.
balisfin predestination and encouraged

capitalism.

EViCTED

The New Jim Crow
challenges the civil ights.
community--and all of us-

~to place mass

incarceration at the
forsfront of a new

movement for racial

justice in America.

Evicted transforms our
understanding of poverty and.
economic exploitation whils
providing fresh ideas for solving
one of 21st-century America's
most devastating problems.

FEATIAN

Dr. Goffman uses the metaphor of
theatrical performance as a framework.
Each person in everyday social intercourse
presents himsalf and his activity to others,
attempts to guide and control the
impressions they form of him, and employs.
certain techniques to sustain his
performance, just as an actor presents a

characterto an audience.
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