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Subject: Latin (OCR)
Pre-course learning
Latin is the study of the Ancient Roman world through its language and literature. The course provides a chance for students to extend the skills they developed at GCSE and approach much more evocative and thought-provoking texts. Over the two years of the course, students will study a range of Latin prose authors including Cicero, Tacitus, and Apuleius (students will not have to study all of these authors). They will also study a range of Latin verse authors including Virgil, Lucretius, and Ovid (likewise, students will not have to study all of these authors). In addition to this, they will continue to build up their language skills and vocabulary and along the way they will be able to appreciate how the ancient world influences our own both in terms of culture and language.
We follow the OCR A Level specification. The papers that we study are:
· Paper 1: Unseen Translation 
· Paper 2: Comprehension 
· Paper 3: Prose Literature (Cicero in Year 12 and Cicero/Tacitus/Apuleius in Year 13)
· Paper 4: Verse Literature (Virgil in Year 12 and Virgil/Ovid/Lucretius in Year 13)
Below are a series of optional tasks for you to complete to help prepare you for Year 12. The more of these tasks you do, the more prepared you will be!
Task 1 – Literature podcasts
Listen to the suggested podcasts below for some immersion into either the writers we study, or the wider Classical World and take some notes:
Natalie Haynes Stands Up for the Classics 
Natalie Haynes takes a fresh look at the ancient world, creating stand-up routines about figures from ancient Greece and Rome. This is some great easy listening about figures central to the work we study. Below are some links to specific episodes which would be most relevant to the pieces of literature we study:
Cicero 		Homer’s Iliad 		Homer’s Odyssey 	Aphrodite 


In Our Time
Fascinating, in-depth and illuminating discussions about... just about anything which is of interest in human history to the present day. Some of these discussions that are most relevant are linked below:
Cicero		Virgil’s Aeneid		Virgil’s Ecologues	 Homer’s Iliad

Task 2 - Vocabulary/Grammar
Maintain mastery of GCSE vocabulary found here.
A vocabulary/grammar tester for this purpose can be found here. 

Task 3 - Translation
Translate the passage below as some practice to see what you can remember! You can use the vocabulary list from the link in Task 1.
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Task 4 - Further Reading
Choose one book relating to each paper to read over the summer. Some of the books are non-fiction, some are non-fiction, some are historical fiction/some are adaptations of ancient literature. For Cicero - Robert Harris and Colleen McCullough are historical fiction, Kay Bujak, Tempest and Holland are histories. For Virgil, Bartsch has translated his Aeneid fairly recently, the other three works are retellings of myths related to Aeneas. You are encouraged to read more widely about the Classical World too!
	Year 12 – Prose Literature - Cicero
	Year 12 – Verse Literature – Virgil 
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Mycerinus finds a way to cheat the gods.

Moycerinus, ut dicitur, rex Aegyptiorum factus, nuntios ad oraculum lovis
misit, cum a deo cognoscere vellet quot annos victurus esset. deus
respondit Mycerinum, cum sex annos rexisset, subito periturum esse. quae
verba miratus ille ‘dei me decipiunt’ inquit ‘nam pater et avunculus meus,
qui populum multis iniuriis opprimebant, diu vixerunt; mihi tamen bene et
fideliter regenti Luppiter vitam brevissimam dedit.’

tum nuntiis imperavit ut ad oraculum iterum irent et a deo peterent cur
pietas sua ita puniretur. illi regressi nuntiaverunt deum iratum esse, cum
ipse constituisset Aegyptios centum annos crudelia passuros esse. itaque
Moycerinus, cum se diu victurum esse non iam speraret, multas lucernas
paravit ut per noctes, sicut per dies, conviviis sine fine frueretur. ‘hoc
modo’ inquit ‘ego deos decipiam et sex annos ab eis mihi datos sic

duplicabo.
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Names

Mycerinus -i (1)
Aegyptii -orum (m pl)
Tuppiter lovis (m

Vocabulary

oraculum -i (n)
victurus -a -um
decipio -ere
avunculus -i (71)
iniuria -ae (f)
pietas -atis (f)
lucerna -ae (f)
sicut

convivium -i (7)
finis -is ()
fruor -i

decipio -ere
duplico -are

Mycerinus
Egyptians
Jupiter

oracle

going to live (future participle of vivo)

I cheat (someone)
uncle

injury, injustice
dutiful behaviour
lamp

just as, just like
feast

end

L enjoy (+ abl)

I cheat (someone)
1 double
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